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CONTACT DETAILS

Phone: +61 7 5599 3800

Fax: +61 7 5599 5097

Email: info@surfingaustralia.com

Web: www.surfingaustralia.com

Postal Address:

PO Box 928 Coolangatta QLD 4225

Street Address:

Suite 215, Level 2 Showcase on the Beach

72-80 Marine Parade Coolangatta QLD 4225
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Vision:

To become a mainstream commercially sustainable sport, 

and to promote surfing as an iconic Australian lifestyle.

 
Mission:

We will grow surfing’s position and profile through 

successful working relationships with stakeholders; 

innovative thinking; the performance of Australian athletes; 

and a dynamic management team delivering world’s best 

surfing programs.

Values:

Surfing Australia will:

a. Be open, ethical and accountable in all that we do

b. Proactively operate as a leader in the Australian and  

 global surfing community

c. Be aware of, respect and be responsive to  

 stakeholder needs

d. Enjoy and have pride in our work

e. Actively embrace change

ABOUT SURFING AUSTRALIA

Surfing Australia is a not-for-profit incorporated National Sporting Organisation 

that was formed in 1963 to establish, guide and promote the development of 

surfing in Australia.

Surfing Australia is the representative body on the International Surfing Association 

(ISA) of which there are 72 member countries and is recognised by the Australian 

Sports Commission, the Australian Olympic Committee and is a member of the 

Water Safety Council of Australia.

Surfing underpins an important part of the Australian coastal fabric. It forms part of 

a lifestyle in which millions participate with a mystique in which millions more have 

a documented interest.

SURFING AUSTRALIA STATISTICS

The following statistics give a broad overview of the reach of surfing in Australia and the part that Surfing Australia plays 

in servicing our members and the community at large.  

 2.5 million recreational surfers (Sweeney Report)

 420,000 annual Surf School participants

107 affiliated Surf Schools operating on over 550 Beaches Australia Wide

52 Surf Schools with more than 2400 participants

2292 Surfing Australia Accredited coaches 

950 Surfing Australia Accredited judges 

212 affiliated Boardriders Clubs

17,287 Boardriders Clubs members

422,000 unique views and 825,000 visitors in 2012 to Surfing Australia websites

20 national events annually

2000 national event participants  

1 in 10 Australians are surfers (Gemba 2010)

3 in 10 surfers are female (Gemba 2010)



2012 ASP World  
Junior champion  

Jack Freestone

PIC CREDIT

ASP/Robertson
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2012 ORGANISATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  
 



Norm Innis
CHAIRMAN
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CHAIRMAN'S  
REPORT

Welcome to the Surfing Australia 

Annual Report for 2011/12.

This year was the final year of our 

first three year plan under the 

management of CEO, Andrew Stark, 

and his team, and I am very pleased 

to report that our performance and 

achievements have surpassed all 

expectations.

In addition to the many and varied 

programs and services that Surfing 

Australia provides, the undoubted 

highlights of 2011/12 for me have 

been the launch of the Vegemite 

SurfGroms initiative, the opening 

of the Hurley High Performance 

Centre in Casuarina, and the Surfing 

Australia TV show on Television 4ME. 

Surfing as a sport in this country has 

never enjoyed a higher profile.

In financial terms, I am also pleased 

to report, as planned, our first 

surplus under the current three 

year plan. Although the Board 

and Management always run 

the organisation as if it were a 

commercial business, unlike a “for 

profit” business, running a sport is 

a very different situation. There are 

always projects available (that are 

unquestionably good for the sport) 

that just cannot be funded. As such, 

any planned surplus could easily 

be expended. Realistically, Surfing 

Australia will never report a large 

surplus, because funds will always 

be injected back into the sport. 

However, due diligence must always 

be maintained to prevent unplanned 

losses, and to ensure we continue to 

hold our strong financial position.

Looking to the future, 2012/13 will 

be a year of consolidation within 

the organisation. Everyone would 

agree that market conditions in 

general, and in sport sponsorship 

in particular, are difficult. At the 

time of writing, both the Board and 

Management, in conjunction with 

the member States, are engaged in 

building a new three year plan for 

2013/14 through 2015/16. We have 

no doubt that surfing as a sport will 

continue to gain a higher profile, and 

we are very confident of extending 

our initiatives in the sport even 

further, with increased support from 

corporate sponsorship. If market 

conditions fail to improve markedly, 

we will just have to work all that 

harder to source, and provide value 

for, our sponsors.

On that note, on behalf of Surfing 

Australia, I would like to thank all 

those companies that help support 

surfing including our major partners 

Vegemite, Suncorp, VB, Nikon, 

Hurley, Quiksilver, Wahu, Television 

4ME, Harvey Norman, Sony and 

Coastalwatch.

Most importantly, I would like to 

acknowledge the support of the 

Federal Government through the 

Australian Sports Commission, and 

the personal support of the Federal 

Sports Minister Kate Lundy. The 

multi-faceted assistance we receive 

across both Sport Development, and 

High Performance, is allowing more 

and more Australians to participate 

in, and benefit from, our great sport 

of surfing. As a father of young 

children myself, I am looking forward 

to introducing my kids to a healthy 

and fun activity such as surfing – and 

ensuring they limit their time in front 

of the TV and computer!

Surfing Australia is also very much 

looking forward to 2013. This coming 

year will mark our 50th Anniversary 

and we are very proud to have 

produced a book of our history (with 

shortly, a coin and a set of stamps 

that will be available through 2013. 

We will also be holding an important 

function in February in Sydney next 

year to mark the occasion. I urge 

all concerned who have had any 

affiliation with Surfing Australia to 

join with us in this celebration.

Finally, I would personally like to 

thank the Surfing Australia Board 

(who give of their time and skills 

wholly on a voluntary basis), the 

CEO, Andrew Stark and his great 

teams in Coolangatta and Casuarina, 

the member States, and all those 

coaches, judges and officials (both 

paid and volunteer) at all levels that 

make surfing such an iconic activity 

in this country.

Norm Innis 
CHAIRMAN



Andrew Stark
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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CEO'S REPORT
Welcome to the 2011/2012 Surfing 
Australia Annual report

This, our 49th year in operation, was 
undoubtedly our most successful 
in the organisation’s history with 
the successful launch of two 
monumental initiatives. The first 
initiative to launch was the Vegemite 
SurfGroms junior surfing program, 
which in its first year achieved over 
8000 5-12 year old kids participating 
in this world first surfing program. 
This was followed by the completion 
and official opening of the world’s 
first dedicated high performance 
training centre for surfers. The Hurley 
Surfing Australia High Performance 
Centre, our very own elite training 

2012 by Deputy Prime Minister Hon 
Wayne Swan. From Surfgroms to 
World Champions, Surfing Australia 
is now better positioned than ever 
before to deliver world leading 
programs to Australian surfers.

To ensure we tell our story to as 
many Australian households as 
possible we launched our own TV 
show called Surfing Australia TV. 
Surfing Australia TV is a monthly 
half hour TV show produced at our 
Coolangatta headquarters. The show 
captures all the content from our 
many and varied programs and is 
broadcast on channel 74 nationally 
through a partnership with Brand 
New Media. The new TV show is 
complemented by our ever growing 
biannual print magazine now at 116 
pages and our online presence.

Our sponsorship portfolio continues 
to grow and our strategy to partner 
with mainstream brands to increase 
revenue and importantly increase 
profile and reach of our sport is 
proving to be extremely effective. 
We welcomed new partners in 
Nikon, Hurley, Harvey Norman, Sony, 
FCS, TV4ME, Soundwave, Harley-
Davidson and Hutchinson Builders. 
These new partners complement 

our existing partner portfolio that 
includes Vegemite, Suncorp, VB, 
Wahu, Quiksilver, Channel 9, IDIS, 
Coastalwatch and Travelsim. A 
sincere thank you to the fantastic 
support of all our partners who 
work with us to ensure the sport is 
heading in the right direction in this 
country.

Surfing Australia featured heavily 
at the 2012 Sponsorship Australasia 
Awards winning the Best Rights 
Holder Category for the I Am Surfing 
Australia campaign with Nikon, 
and was also a finalist in the Best 
Integrated Sporting Sponsorship 
category with VEGEMITE SurfGroms. 
This achievement, alongside major 
Australian sports and entertainment 
rights holders, is testament to the 
success of our new sponsorship 
strategy and also importantly to the 
fantastic staff we have driving these 
partnerships.

Our principal partner the Australian 
Sports Commission continues to 
provide outstanding support to 
our organisation from grassroots 
participation to high performance 
programs. They very much share in 
our vision to become a mainstream 
sustainable sport and have been 
working with us to seed fund new 
innovative programs to ensure our 
capacity building continues. Their 
investment into our sport is greatly 
appreciated and we look forward to 
continuing our strong partnership 
into the future. A special thanks 
to our Minister for Sport Hon Kate 
Lundy for her fantastic support.

Financially the business is in a 
healthy position and we exceeded 

net profit and most importantly our 
balance sheet significantly improved 
with the new building taking our 

2012 represented the conclusion of 
a three year strategic plan period 
and we are now planning our next 
three year strategic plan with 
some exciting new initiatives to be 
launched in the coming period. It 
is accurate to report that in most 
areas of our business we exceeded 
expectations of our original strategic 
plan. Over the three year period 
2009-2012 revenue increased by 
148% and equity increased by 198%. 
Our staff levels of the past three 

years have risen from seven to 17 to 
cater for the expansion of all areas 
of the business and the development 
of new business departments. 
Importantly Surfing Australia 
introduced innovative programs and 
resources that position us extremely 
well to continue to develop the sport 
from grass roots to elite.

Of course all of these achievements 
would not be possible without the 
fantastic support of stakeholders 
including boardriders clubs, surf 
schools, members, competitors, 
events, officials, coaches, state 
branches, sponsors and our principal 
partner the Australian Sports 
Commission.

Congratulations to the competitive 
results of all our Australian athletes 
both domestically and internationally 
over the past year. A special mention 
to our newly crowned world 

and of course to the outstanding 
achievement of 5 x world titles to 
Stephanie Gilmore.

Finally, to our dedicated staff and 
board a very sincere thank you. We 
have a staff of young, passionate and 
talented people led by an Executive 
Team consisting of myself and 
General Managers Chris Symington 

Peter Lonergan. Our board play an 
instrumental role in the governance 
of the business and I thank them 
for their ongoing support. A special 
mention to our dedicated Chairman 
Mr Norm Innis who goes absolutely 
over and above to ensure the 
organisation is constantly evolving 
and improving.

We hope you enjoy our 2012 Annual 
Report and we look forward to 2013 
as we celebrate 50 years of Surfing 
Australia.

 
Andrew Stark 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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The Australian Government 

is committed to getting more 

Australians participating and excelling 

in sport. Sport not only inspires and 

unites us as a nation, it also motivates 

us to get involved and active.

The staging of the Olympic and 

Paralympic Games is an exciting time 

for all Australians, and highlights 

the substantial contribution of sport 

to our community, from athletes 

competing at the Games to those 

involved in weekend club competition 

and social play, as well as parents and 

volunteers.

Australia’s performance at the 

London Olympic and Paralympic 

Games is the culmination of 

extensive long-term efforts across 

the Australian High Performance 

System. Following the Games, there 

will be opportunities to celebrate the 

successes and critically review our 

next steps to ensure we focus and 

align our efforts to deliver the best 

possible results in the next Olympic 

and Paralympic cycle.

It is two years since the Australian 

Government delivered its new vision 

for sport in ‘Australian Sport: The 

Pathway to Success’ and substantially 

increased ongoing funding to the 

Australian Sports Commission. 

Since then, we have focused on 

implementing our new plans, 

delivering key programs, supporting 

National Sporting Organisations 

(NSOs) to deliver participation and 

high performance outcomes (as 

well as building their capacity), and 

building collaboration, alignment and 

effectiveness within the Australian 

sport sector.

The announcement in the May 2012 

Budget of the continuation of the 

Active After-school Communities 

program will ensure we carry on 

providing primary school-aged 

children with a positive introduction 

to sport. We will continue working 

with sporting organisations at all 

levels to ensure the program provides 

maximum value to sports and 

supports the transition of program 

participants into local clubs.

Linked to the London Olympic 

and Paralympic Games, the Prime 

Minister’s Olympic and Paralympic 

Challenges will encourage and 

inspire children to participate in 

sport and to get active, have fun and 

earn rewards. This initiative, as well 

as participation funding programs 

delivered by NSOs, continues the 

Australian Government’s commitment 

to ensuring more people can access 

sport and all the benefits it provides.

The support received from the 

Australian Government for Australian 

sport is essential and plays an integral 

role in connecting our young sporting 

participants with their dreams of 

podium success in the future.

This is an exciting and challenging 

time for Australian sport. The 

Australian Sports Commission looks 

forward to working with sporting 

organisations, state and territory 

institutes and academies of sport, 

and state and territory departments 

of sport and recreation, to promote 

access to, and participation in, 

sport across the community, and 

supporting Australia’s continued 

sporting success.

Mr David Gallop 

ACTING CHAIRMAN

Board of the Australian Sports 

Commission
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LAYNE BEACHLEY

Layne Beachley is the most 
successful female surfer in history. 
As a new member of the Surfing 
Australia board in 2010 she brings 
an undisputed level of credibility 
as both a competitive surfer and 
a social entrepreneur. With 7 ASP 
World Titles and a total of 29 tour 
victories her competitive record 
is unmatched. She has also given 
so much back to the sport of 
surfing through her public profile, 
15 years of active service on the 
ASP board and staging the richest 
ASP Women’s World Tour event 
for 7 consecutive years. Outside 
of surfing through her own charity 
the Aim for the Stars Foundation, 
girls across Australia have received 

to assist them with pursuing their 
dreams and achieving their goals. 
Layne is also an ambassador 
for The National Breast Cancer 
Foundation, Laureus Sport For 
Good Foundation, Planet Ark, 
Sunnyfield and Tourism NSW. She 
has also been appointed as a Vice 
President of the ISA and sits on the 
board of the Sport Australia Hall  
Of Fame.

ROB COOMBE

Rob is a passionate surfer who 
originally learnt to surf on the 
South Coast of NSW. He runs 
his own consultancy practice 
providing advice to the financial 
service sector in Australia. Before 
that Rob was the Group Executive 
Westpac Retail and Business 
Banking between February 2010 

he had responsibility for all of 
Westpac's retail, small-to-medium 
enterprises and commercial 
customers in Australia. For 6 years 
prior to this Rob was the Chief 
Executive of the BT Financial 
Group. Rob has over 30 years 
experience in banking, finance 
and wealth management. He is 
also a Director of the Australian 
Indigenous Education Foundation 
and a member of the Advisory 

Alumni of the Year for Excellence in 
recognition of his achievements in 
the business community and  
social sector. 

SEAN DOHERTY

and can be regularly found in the 
lineup at Bells Beach or Winkipop. 
After graduating from Newcastle 

he took a job working at Tracks 
surfing magazine. After 10 years at 
the magazine he became its longest 
serving and most successful editor. 
During his tenure at Emap, Tracks’ 
publisher, he won three consecutive 
Writer of the Year awards as well 
as an Editor of the Year award. His 
writing has been published widely 
in magazines across the world, and 
has written many books. His debut 
book, the biography of surfing 
legend Michael Peterson, became a 
national bestseller and the basis for 
a feature film. He has commentated 
more than 30 World Tour events, 
and works today as a freelance 
writer and editorial consultant. 
He has been a board member of 
Surfing Australia since 2004. 

NORM INNIS – Chairman

Norm Innis, aged 55, resides at Noosa on the Sunshine Coast with his wife, 
Veronica, and two young children, and has been a member of Surfing 
Australia’s Board since 2004. He has a Bachelor’s degree in Commerce, 
and has extensive experience in the surfing industry. Norm worked with 
Quiksilver from 1982 until 2004, holding positions as Managing Director of 
Australia, Managing Director Asia Pacific, and General Manager of Quiksilver 
International. Both during his employment at Quiksilver, and since, Norm 
has been actively involved in a number of areas of surfing administration 
including, Chairman ASP International, President Noosa Malibu Club, Director 
Noosa Festival of Surfing, and as a sponsor and organiser of numerous surfing 
events around the world. In addition to his ongoing role as Chairman of 
Surfing Australia (since the beginning of 2008), Norm currently runs his own 

number of philanthropic endeavours in surfing.
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MATT FINNIS

As Chief Executive Officer of 
the AFL Players’ Association, 
Matt represents the interests of 
current, future and former AFL 
players in a range of industrial, 
commercial and development 
matters. Prior to joining the AFL 
PA he worked as a commercial 
lawyer advising numerous 
sporting organisations, businesses, 
athletes and government. Matt is 
chairman of Ladder, an AFL Players 
charitable initiative to tackle youth 
homelessness, and a director of 
AFL SportsReady – an industry 
based training company providing 
education and employment 
opportunities for young people. 
Matt was also a founding director 
of HeartKids Australia, a charity 
supporting children born with 
congenital heart disease. Matt is 
married to wife D’Arne and a father 

and daughter, Elizabeth. 

MAL GREGSON

Mal Gregson lives and surfs at 
Phillip Island, Victoria. He is a 
life member of Phillip Island 
Boardriders Club, and Surfing 
Victoria, and has been a Surfing 
Australia Board Member since 1993. 
Mal has been an avid surfer since 
the late sixties and has won club, 
state and national titles. He has 
been the contest director of the Rip 
Curl Pro, the World Grommet Titles, 
the Australian Grommet Titles 
and a host of ASP related events. 
Mal helped pioneer the computer 
scoring system in Australasia and 
has been manager/coach of the 
Australian Team in Durban and 
Ecuador at the World Surfing 
Games. Mal currently spends his 
time surf coaching in Australia and 
exotic surf locations around the 
globe.

DON O’RORKE

As co-founder and sole shareholder 
of Consolidated Properties, Don 
has overseen more than 150 
projects nationally ranging from 
master-planned residential and 
land developments through to 
retail, industrial and commercial 
developments. Don is a former 
national chair of the Property 

Planning and Sustainability 
Committee and former president 
of the Queensland Division, having 
served on the Council for 10 years. 
He is also a former director of listed 
national property group Trinity and 
former Deputy Chair of the Wesley 
Research Institute. Don has been a 
Board member of Surfing Australia 
since 2005 and is Chairman of 
Links Hope Island Limited.

PIC CREDIT

ASP/Kirstin
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ANDREW STARK – CEO

Andrew Stark is the Chief Executive Officer of Surfing Australia. Andrew has been in this role since March 

2009 and accepted the position after 9 years at Surfing Queensland as their CEO. Andrew has a Bachelor 

experience in sport management and the surfing industry. Prior to becoming involved in the sporting industry 

Andrew worked in the advertising and marketing industry. Andrew was a board member for the Sport 

Federation of Queensland for 5 years (2005-09) and was a Board member of the Gold Coast Sport Business 

Task Force for 4 years (2006–09).

Andrew has extensive experience in sport development programming and has internationally recognised 

knowledge and experience in the management of multi-million dollar budget events. Andrew has been 

involved in the staging of over 200 events throughout 8 countries over the past 10 years. Andrew has 

servicing. He has also been a guest speaker at various sport business seminars including the Sports Business 

World Conference (2010 & 2011), the Super Events World Australia Conference (2011), Sponsorship Australasia 

National Conference (2011) and the Australia New Zealand Sports Law Association Annual Conference.

Andrew was awarded the Queensland Sport Administrator of the Year at the 2004 Queensland Sport Awards 

and was also awarded an Australian Surfing Hall of Fame award for excellence in Administration in 2005. 

Andrew is a passionate and experienced surfer and is determined to take surfing to the mainstream  

in Australia.
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CHRIS SYMINGTON – General Manager Sport Development & High Performance

Chris has over 15 years experience in sport as both a volunteer and administrator. Initially a volunteer working 

within the Surf Life Saving movement in Victoria, Chris moved into the professional side of the sport in 2001. For 

in Sports Management. After almost 5 years with Life Saving Victoria as the Manager of Aquatic Sports, he took 

on the challenge of starting his own business called Trakstart which delivered a variety of athletic programs to 

the education sector. The core business being the delivery of active after school programs for primary aged 

children. It was through this business that key partnerships were formed with Athletics Victoria and Athletics 

Australia who identified the value of these products for the development of their sport. After 3 years of growing 

JAKE WHITE – General Manager Marketing & Communications

nationally and internationally, coordinates media and manages the key communications tools for the governing 

body of surfing in Australia.

He has been actively involved in surfing events across all levels including his role as Media Manager for the 

and business development skills, networking abilities and servicing flair. Tertiary qualified with a Sport Major 

Manager for Surfing Queensland for over five years, with media outlets worldwide publishing his outstanding 

photography and surf photos.

PETER LONERGAN – Financial Controller

Peter has held various Managerial Positions in the Hospitality Industry before branching into Accounting. His 

experience in this field includes the Financial Management of a busy Wholesale Company importing crystals, 

as well as his role as Financial Services Manager of a Human Resource group specialising in finding and 

maintaining employment for people with disabilities. He has worked at Surfing Australia for the past four years 

and his qualifications include a Diploma of Business Management, Associate Diploma in Business Management 

(Accounting) and Bachelor of Building (Management). He was also awarded Accounting Student of the Year 

(Second Place in NSW) and is an Associate Member of NIA.

KRISTIN BRUMMELL – Executive Assistant To CEO

Kristin joined the team at Surfing Australia in September 2010. Kristin completed a Bachelor of Human 

the area of sports administration and event management. After graduating in 2007, Kristin worked as a Golf 

Event Coordinator at RACV Royal Pines Resort, where she was responsible for coordinating and managing a 

wide spectrum of golf and sporting events, differing in size, scale, and profile, including corporate golf days, 

professional golf tournaments and the ANZ Ladies Masters, which is the richest ladies golf tournament  

in Australia.
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MARTIN DUNN – National Coaching Director

Martin has been a professional surfing coach since 1987, working with and developing hundreds of surfers over 

that period. He has been focused on developing the whole package of skills a surfer must have to realise success, 

starting with the foundation skills of performing a bottom turn, right through to how to surf competitive heats. 

Out of these years of experiences working with surfers, and through his search to find ways to create permanent 

change, Martin has created numerous videos and other resource materials, to assist the surfers understand why 

a skill or way of thinking needs to be incorporated into their performance. These products have recently been 

combined to create the unique surfing website, Surfcoach.com. Now as National Coaching Director for Surfing 

Australia, Martin has been given the opportunity to create a national program to assist talented surfers achieve their 

goals, no matter where in Australia they live. This will be achieved by creating a national framework, utilising the 

skills and resources that have proven to be successful, and by up-skilling interested coaches Australia wide. 

JEREMY SHEPPARD – Sport Science Manager

Centre, where he is the Sport Science Manager and Head of Strength and Conditioning. Prior to joining Surfing 

Australia, Dr Sheppard has worked in strength coach and senior scientist positions with Olympians at Queensland 

Academy of Sport, Australian Institute of Sport, and Canadian Sport Centre. His professional and national team 

is a graduate of the Canadian National Coaching Institute (Canada), an undergraduate degree (Human Movement), 

Masters (Sport Science), and PhD (Strength Science). He obtained his Level 4 Coaching certification in Strength 

and Conditioning under the Coach’s Association of Canada program, and is also certified by the Australian Strength 

and Conditioning Association (ASCA) as a Level 3 coach, whilst being recognised by the ASCA as a Master 

Performance Nutrition, and a Certified Strength and Conditioning Specialist. He has authored 10 book chapters and 

over 50 scientific and coach abstracts and manuscripts. 

JAMES EGGINGTON – High Performance Centre Manager

at Surfing Australia in events, coaching accreditations, coach education and currently in a role as High Performance 

of Sport and Tourism Management from 2001 – 2004 (Major studies: Sports Management, Sports Marketing and 

Promotions, Computer Studies and Athlete Management) and recently completed the ASC Sports Education and 

Learning course gaining his Level 3 Sports Manager (Managing National and National League Teams). 

GARY CRUICKSHANK – High Performance Centre Head Coach

Gary has been a professional surfing coach since 2001. Prior to 2001 Gary worked in the surfing industry as a 

surfboard manufacturer and competed professionally for 4 years on the Australian Professional Surfing Association 

(APSA) Domestic Circuit and 3 years on the ASP World Tour, before the introduction of the WQS and WCT format. 

From these years of experience, Gary is now working full time at the High Performance Centre, coaching surfers 

of all ability levels, from WCT surfers, all the way down to Micro Groms. Gary is passionate about taking all surfers 

abilities to the next level, so they can have a bigger smile after each surf, whether it is a competition, or free surfing 

down at the local break. 

CAMERON MILLS – High Performance Centre Operations Assistant

Cameron has been passionately involved in sport for the better part of his life. After playing competitive soccer, 

tennis and golf, he started surfing in 2009 and directed his tertiary studies toward the sporting sector. He graduated 

After completing a volunteer internship in the Hurley Surfing Australia High Performance Centre administration 

Hurley Surfing Australia High Performance Centre Operations Assistant. 

HOLLY ROBERTSON – Office Administration

Holly has worked in the surfing industry for eight years. In 2004 Holly started her career as receptionist at ASP 

International and after two years of immersion in the surfing industry Holly moved on to a position at ASP 

Australasia as the Administrations Officer. In this role Holly managed surfers’ entries and membership databases. 

The diverse experience gained in these roles allowed Holly to be successful in furthering her career in the industry. 

Holly eventually moved into the Office Manager position for Surfing Australia. After 10 months of maternity leave 

in 2010, Holly returned in 2011 to take up a part-time position working as an assistant to the General Manager of 

Marketing and Communications. 



A
N

N
U

A
L

 R
E

P
O

R
T

 2
0

12
 |

13

JIM HUGHES – Sport Development Manager

and implementation of surf programs, courses and events around the globe. He has been actively involved in all 
levels of the industry; from coaching and establishing a string of successful surf centres to managing various high 

& Technology in 2005, specialising in elite performance management and junior sport participation in surfing. 
Subsequently, he worked with a number of State Educational Departments, schools and clubs in the development 
and delivery of a variety of successful surfing programs to the education sector. Originally from the Channel Islands, 

Coolangatta on the Gold Coast, where he now calls home. 

STEVE ROBERTSON – Media Manager
A state and national competitor through the 1980’s, Steve began his sport administration career in 1990 as President 

of Surfing Victoria, in 1993 he took over as CEO of Surfing Victoria. For ten years Steve contest and event directed 

the World’s two biggest surfing contests – Rip Curl Pro at Bells Beach and the Billabong Pro in Tahiti. In 2000 he 

was awarded Victoria’s Sports Administrator of the Year recognised by Sport and Recreation Victoria and in the 

same year accepted the Victoria Sport Award Major Event of the Year; for the Bells Easter Rip Curl Pro event. In 

the last decade media has become Steve’s major role, specialising and pioneering digital still photography utilising 

exceptional national and international sport database systems along with precise copy writing skills – his media skills 

are utilised in every major surfing event in the Australasian region. Steve maintains his passion for surfing from entry 

to highest level professionals, he also nurtures a family dedicated to the sport and keeps himself actively involved in 

the water by taking to the latest discipline in the sport, stand-up paddling. 

TIM BRIMBLECOMBE – Communications Manager
Tim brings with him a wealth of experience in journalism and media, having been a journalist for more than 20 years 

working in a series of mediums including online, newspapers and magazines. He has covered some of the world’s 

biggest sporting events including the cricket and rugby World Cups, the Australian Open tennis, Wimbledon, 

Bledisloe and Tri-Nations rugby, the NRL and AFL grand finals and the Pipe Masters. He started his career working 

in a regional Queensland daily newspaper before heading to England to work as a sub-editor on the national 

metropolitan newspapers the Guardian and The Times. He then managed the internet sites for the Cricket World 

Cup and Rugby World Cup for satellite broadcaster Skysports. He returned to Australia to help establish Sportal 

Australia, the country’s largest independent provider of digital sports content. Tim also spent several years in senior 

editorial positions at national magazines FHM and Australia’s Surfing Life before returning to newspapers as Chief of 

Staff of the Sun newspapers and Deputy Sports Editor of Gold Coast Publications. 

MICK WILCOMES – Digital Content Manager
Mick has lived and experienced many areas of the surfing and sporting lifestyle. From travelling the globe with 

Quiksilver and the Indies Trader fleet exploring for waves as part of the Quiksilver Crossing to shooting in the pits of 

the 2011/12 V8 Supercar Series throughout Australia, Mick brings with him a diverse background. During the past 10 

years, he has worked as a Producer for Fuel TV, collaborated with all the major surf industry brands, the Association 

of Surfing Professionals and worked closely with a host of elite level athletes. Currently residing on the far North 

Coast of NSW with Kate and boys Ash and Vance, Mick is responsible for creating, developing and maintaining 

Surfing Australia’s extensive audio-visual and digital content production. 

BEAU BRENCHLEY – Events Coordinator
Beau has worked in a variety of different areas of the surfing industry over a fourteen year period. This includes 

retail, wholesale and manufacturing. From 2006 to 2008, he worked for Surfing Queensland and his passion for 

the events industry was ignited. During that period, he worked at every event on the Surfing Queensland annual 

calendar. Beau took up the position of Event Coordinator at Surfing Australia in November 2009. Since then, Beau 

has covered events across Australia and overseas in his role as Computer Operator at ASP sanctioned events. He 

is also involved with quality control audits of surf schools, organising events, media and coaching accreditations. 

Beau assists the Sport Development Manager, the General Manager Marketing and Communications and the Media 

Manager in all aspects of their roles. From an academic point of view, he has a Diploma in Business Management 

(Gold Coast Institute of Tafe). 

JACQUI TRANTER – Office Manager

a Major in Sport and Event Management. During her studies she carried out work experience with Netball 

Queensland (assistant to Competitions Coordinator), as well as The Cancer Council Queensland (Relay For Life 

residential apartment block in Brisbane’s bay side and has also gained experience as an Assistant Store Manager of 

an interest in the surfing industry.
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HURLEY SURFING AUSTRALIA
HIGH PERFORMANCE CENTRE

when the Hurley Surfing Australia High Performance Centre (HPC) 

officially opened for business.

Funded by the Federal Government, the HPC at Casuarina in northern 

NSW is the world’s first facility dedicated to the development of elite 

surfers and coaches. The cutting edge facility will ensure Australia 

maintains its place as a world leader in the sport. 

The two-level centre of excellence boasts state of the art education 

facilities, equipment and accommodation and will be at the forefront of 

sports science and coaching development for surfing.

Federal Member for 

Richmond, the Hon 

Justine Elliot and 

Deputy Prime Minister, 

Treasurer Wayne Swan 

officially open the Hurley 

Surfing Australia High 

Performance Centre



The VIP panel at the official opening listen to host Tim Bailey
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to Surfing Australia by Consolidated Properties, developers of 

Casuarina Beach.

Treasurer Swan was joined by former surfing world champions 

Layne Beachley, Mark Richards, Wayne Bartholomew and 

Barton Lynch plus more than 200 invited guests at  

the opening.

The HPC features a surf specific gym, auditorium, offices, 

testing and treatment room, accommodation for 22 and has 

been designed in consultation with the Australian Sports 

Commission and the Australian Institute of Sport (AIS).

A 36-surfboard test centre includes boards from the world’s 

best shapers including Darren Handley Designs, Channel Island 

Surfboards and Lee Stacey Surfboards, and a comprehensive 

range of FCS fins.

To ensure patrons at the HPC are not only comfortable but 

also have access to the latest technology at their fingertips, 

Australian retail giant Harvey Norman and electronics and 

home entertainment leader Sony provided equipment and 

furnishing for a comprehensive fit-out.

The HPC is also proudly supported by Hutchinson Builders, 

Suncorp, TravelSIM, Coastalwatch, Surfing World magazine and 

Proud supporters 

of the Hurley 

Surfing Australia 

High Performance 

Centre, Bob Hurley, 

Don O’Rorke 

(Consolidated 

Properties)  

and Scott Hutchinson 

(Hutchinson Builders)



HIGH
PERFORMANCE

Surfing Australia High Performance 
Scholarship Program recipient  
Cooper Chapman. 

PIC CREDIT

ASP/Robertson
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The opening of the new Hurley Surfing Australia High 

Performance Centre (HPC) was undoubtedly one of the 

most momentous occasions in Surfing Australia’s 50-year 

history. The sport of surfing now has a flagship, world 

class training facility that it can be very proud of and 

which will ultimately serve to maintain our position as the 

number one surfing nation in the world.

With this new facility has come the expansion and 

enhancement of our High Performance services, which 

now cater for emerging junior talent all the way through 

to the our elite World Championship Tour athletes. With 

solid State High Performance programs in place, along 

with National Camps and a new Scholarship Program, the 

pathway to the podium is now clearer than ever for those 

who aspire to be the best in the world.

With the emergence of our Sport Science area, we are 

also in an excellent position to continue to be the world 

leaders in physical, technical and tactical advancements 

in the sport. The future of High Performance training in 

this country is bright, but it is not a time for complacency. 

As the sport of surfing grows so does the breadth of 

talent across the nations, and only through hard work 

and an ongoing commitment to excellence will we 

continue to provide our Australian athletes with the best 

possible chance of achieving their goals A
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Over the past year our National 

Coaching Director, Martin Dunn, 

with the help of the State Coaching 

Directors, has worked very hard 

to continue to grow the network 

of High Performance coaches 

around Australia. Regular State 

visits have supported state-based 

High Performance programs and 

local talent whilst the provision of 

High Performance resources has 

provided coaches with much needed 

information and guidance.

A National Curriculum for coaches 

has been produced which outlines 

the key stages of development for 

all surfers and the role of the coach 

in that development. There have also 

been drill books and online coaching 

videos produced to provide practical 

coaching tools for coaches around 

the country. In terms of physical 

preparation, a network of highly 

qualified strength and conditioning 

providers has also been established 

by our Sport Science Manager, Dr 

being formed with highly regarded 

sporting institutes and professional 

sporting codes to provide selected 

athletes and coaches with access 

to their state-based facilities and 

expertise.

A strong network of highly skilled 

and capable coaches is the 

cornerstone of any national High 

Performance System and Surfing 

Australia continue to work with the 

States to develop their coaching 

talent in this area.

NATIONAL
HIGH PERFORMANCE SYSTEM
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for our athlete servicing in 2012 continued to be around 

to qualify for the Association of Surfing Professionals 

The aim of the Surfing Australia High Performance 

Scholarship Program is to identify and develop the most 

promising surfers in the country with a view to providing 

them with the physical, technical and tactical skills to 

compete on the world stage. The athletes selected to be 

a part of this program are granted access to the HPC and 

a range of services that include:

In addition to the above services there were also 

a number of live-in intensive training camps which 

focussed on specific areas of skill development, which led 

to the first aerial specific training camp being conducted. 

Now that these services have been consolidated through 

the new HPC, the scholarship program will be expanded 

further in 2013 across the following four tiers:

Tier 1 – World Championship Tour Support

Tier 2 – Pre-Elite Scholarship

Tier 3

Tier 4  

This new structure will provide identified athletes across 

all ages with the opportunity to work with the staff at the 

HPC to reach their potential.

HIGH PERFORMANCE
ATHLETE SERVICES

Surfing Australia High Performance  
Scholarship Program recipient Philippa Anderson.  

 PIC CREDIT: ASP/Robertson

Surfing Australia High Performance  
Scholarship Program recipient Wade Carmichael.  

PIC CREDIT: ASP/Robertson
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Key stakeholders of Australian surfing gathered on the Gold 

Coast in February 2012 for the third Green Room Conference 

conducted by Surfing Australia. The conference is the benchmark 

professional development gathering for the surfing community 

and was held at the Twin Towns Services Club to coincide with 

the Quiksilver Pro and Roxy Pro at Snapper Rocks.

The conference once again brought together some of the 

sport’s leading authorities to enhance the knowledge of 

coaches, athletes, team managers and other members 

of the surf industry. The conference attracted more than 

100 participants who heard from high profile presenters 

including Olympic Gold Medal swimmer Grant Hackett 

OAM; former World Surfing Champion Barton Lynch; 

Surfing Australia National Coaching Director (NCD) 

and high performance specialist and former Head Coach 

of the Australian and British swimming teams 

Bill Sweetenham.

The presenters provided attendees with a unique insight 

into high performance training, professional athlete 

development both in and out of competition, physical 

preparation, nutrition, general life skills and the key to 

successful coaching.

As part of an annual professional development program, 

all State Coaching Directors (SCD) were again funded 

to attend the conference. A 

three-day seminar was built 

around the conference so that 

all the SCD’s and the NCD 

could work together towards 

improving our national 

approach to high performance. 

The seminar included the 

Green Room Conference, a 

practical coaching day at the 

Quiksilver Pro and a workshop 

day at the HPC.

HIGH PERFORMANCE
COACHING
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conducted by Surfing Australia and will continue to form a 

vital link in the athlete pathway.   

 

As these camps continue, so will their association with our 

two greatest champions of the sport in Layne Beachley and 

Mark Richards, who give their time selflessly every year to 

attend and pass on their knowledge to the next generation.  

 

The National Training Camps not only develop the athletes 

but the State-based coaches as well. They have the 

opportunity to work as a team with the High Performance 

staff and other State-based coaches to assist the 

participants and increase their own knowledge base.   

September of 2012 and once again identified athletes and 

coaches from around the country descended on the HPC to 

learn and grow and ultimately get an idea of whether they 

athletes to attend these camps, the camps are then used 

to identify those athletes who have the potential to enter 

the High Performance Scholarship Program and potentially 

represent their country and become a professional surfer. 

All these camps are fully funded by Surfing Australia and 

the Australian Sports Commission.

NATIONAL 
TRAINING 
CAMPS
It was fitting that the first activities to take place in the 

new HPC were the Layne Beachley and Mark Richards 

longest running High Performance programs 

Pictures:

Top Left: Girls’ Under 14 National Training Camp

Top Right: Boys’ Under 14 National Training Camp

Bottom Left: Layne Beachley Girls’ U16 National Training Camp

Bottom Right: Mark Richards Boys' U16 National Training Camp
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Performance Centre (HPC) was constructed to include 

dedicated testing equipment and facilities, areas for 

gymnastics, therapy, weightlifting and strength training, 

recovery and conditioning. These areas have been 

specifically designed to provide every athlete with the best 

possible training environment and since its opening there 

have been hundreds of training sessions coached at the 

centre, including Mobility, Awareness/Gymnastics, Strength 

and Power, and Conditioning.

In the research area numerous studies have already been 

completed, including those involving the evaluation of 

physical qualities of elite surfers, paddling technique and 

also now acting in a supervisory role to two PhD scholars 

who have moved into the working environment at the 

HPC. Lina Lundgren has begun a role in Biomechanics 

at the HPC, with her study examining the prevalence, 

mechanisms, and prevention for injuries from aerial surfing. 

Tai Train has begun a role in Strength and Conditioning 

at the HPC, with his study examining the evaluation and 

training of sensorimotor abilities in surfers.

SPORTS
SCIENCE

Another exciting initiative was the development of the 

Surfing Australia Sport Science and Medicine Panel, 

which includes world-leading experts such as Professor 

Chris Gore, Professor Damian Farrow, Professor Robert 

Newton, Dr Alan Stuart Watson and Dr Gary Slater 

among others. In addition to the input provided by this 

panel, collaborations have also taken place in training, 

facility development, and research, with Australian 

Institute of Sport, Queensland Academy of Sport, 

Hurley, Gymnastics Australia and Australian Strength and 

Conditioning Association.

Surfing Australia Sport Science 

Manager Dr Jeremy Sheppard 

works with Surfing Australia 

High Performance Scholarship 

Program recipients Thomas 

Woods, Wade Carmichael,  

Davey Cathels and Cooper 

Chapman.
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Surfing Australia High Performance Scholarship Program  

recipient Nikki van Dijk from Phillip Island on her way to becoming the 2012 ASP  

PIC CREDIT

ASP/Robertson
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ISA World Junior Surfing 
Championship

TravelSIM Team Australia won the silver medal in the 

Championship in Playa Venao, Panama in April.

Coffey finished second to 13-year-old Hawaiian young gun 

TravelSIM Team Australia finished second in the teams’ 

event on 4993 points behind Hawaii (5973) with Brazil 

the world’s best junior surfers from 31 countries competed 

in the event.

Overall Place

Hawaii 5973 1

Australia 4993 2

Brazil 4873 3

 

Girls’ Under 18 Place

Bronte Macaulay 6

Keely Andrew 7

Kirsten Ogden 37

Overall Place

Hawaii 10540 1

Australia 7540 3

Brazil 7306 4

Venezuela 7303 5 

Men's Masters
(Over 35) Place

Dean Hall 13

Robbie Page 19 

Grand Masters
(Over 40) Place

Mark Cameron 4

David Hammond 11

Kahunas
(Over 45) Place

Scott Weinreich 21 

Grand Kahunas
(Over 50) Place

Rod Baldwin 3 

Women's Masters
(Over 35) Place

Sandra English 2

Boys’ Under 18 Place

Eli Steele 13

Creed McTaggart 17

Cooper Chapman 25 

Boys’ Under 16 Place

Michael Wright 9

Luke Hynd 9

Kai Hing 17

ISA World Masters
Surfing Championship

TravelSIM Team Australia finished third behind Hawaii 

Championship while Sandra English (Budgewoi, NSW) 
collected the silver medal in the Women’s Masters Division.

Held at Colorado Beach at Hacienda Iguana, the 
championships attracted more than 130 surfers 35-years 
and older from 25 nations competing in the Masters (Over 
35), Grand Masters (Over 40), Kahuna (Over 45) and 
Grand Kahuna (Over 50) divisions.

TravelSIM Team Australia finished fifth at last year’s titles 
in El Salvador and improved two spots in 2012 after an 
exciting final day of competition at Colorado Beach.

The powerful Hawaiian team took the honours with 10540 

(7306).

TravelSIM Team Australia had four competitors still in 
contention heading into the final day and finished with a 
silver to Sandra English (Budgewoi); a bronze medal to 
Rod Baldwin (Copacabana, NSW) in the Grand Kahunas 
Division; and a copper medal for fourth to Mark Cameron 
(Woolgoolga, NSW) in the Grand Masters Division.

TRAVELSIM TEAM AUSTRALIA
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TEAM STANDINGS

Australia 1

South Africa 3

Spain 4 

Men’s SUP
Short Course Place

Travis Grant 1

 

Men’s SUP
Long Distance Place

Travis Grant 2 

Women’s SUP
Long Distance Place

 

Women’s SUP
Short Course Place

 

Men’s SUP
Surfing Place

Women’s SUP
Surfing Place

Shakira Westdorp 2 

Women’s Prone
Short Course Place

 

Men’s Prone
Short Course Place

Brad Gaul 1

 

Women’s Prone
Long Distance Place

 

Men’s Prone
Long Distance Place
Brad Gaul 1

 

Team Relay Place

Australia 1

ISA World Stand Up Paddle And
Paddleboard Championships

Paddleboard Championship in commanding style with a 
triumphant victory lap on the final day in Lima, Peru.

TravelSIM Team Australia won four gold medals, including 
the teams' title, and five silver medals on the final day to 
cap off a dominant performance by taking the their team 
medal haul to seven gold plus the team gold, eight silver 
and one copper.

Led by team captain and 10-time Molokai to Oahu 

(Macksville, NSW); Brad Gaul (Sydney, NSW); Women’s 

Surfing Australia would like 

to recognise the Australian 

Sports Commission (ASC), 

TravelSIM and Suncorp for 

their continuing support of the 

Team Australia Program.

Overall Place

France 5860 1

Spain 4871 2

Morocco 3830 3

Australia 3813 4

Chile 3808 5 

Open Men Place

Lachie Cramsie 2

Open Women Place

Nicole Fleming 8 

Junior Men Place

George Humphries 13 

Drop Knee Place

Aaron Glossop 17

ISA World Bodyboarding Games

Queensland’s Lachie Cramsie collected the silver medal 
for TravelSIM Team Australia at the inaugural ISA World 
Bodyboarding Games in Galdar, Gran Canaria.

The event featured some of the best bodyboarders from 21 
countries vying for the title of World Amateur Champion.

Team Australia finished fourth and consisted of: Open Men: 

Dropknee: Aaron Glossop (NSW).
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SPORT
DEVELOPMENT
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The major focus of our efforts in the area of Sport 

Development was definitely the VEGEMITE SurfGroms 

program and ensuring that a quality program was rolled 

out across the country and that all of our Year 1 targets 

were met. We are pleased to report that all of those 

targets were achieved and the feedback for this program 

both within surfing and the broader community has been 

excellent. It certainly bodes well for the future of this 

program and we will continue to ensure it remains an 

exciting and innovative entry level program.

Our future challenges now lie in continuing to build a 

clear pathway for these new participants so that they 

can take part in other suitable programs as they continue 

their journey toward becoming a surfer for life. With 

new initiatives on the horizon in the areas of Boardriders 

Clubs and Education we expect to see significant growth 

in participation opportunities over the next three-year 

strategic planning cycle.
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The world’s first nationally available junior participation 

program in surfing has already established itself as a 

resounding success story for the sport of surfing in 

Australia and is now set to continue long into the future.

VEGEMITE SurfGroms has provided an amazing 

opportunity to engage thousands of primary aged children 

in the fun and healthy lifestyle that surfing can offer. It 

offers youngsters an opportunity to develop strong ocean 

awareness and beach safety skills at a very influential 

period in their lives, whilst at all times enjoying the 

confidence and freedom associated with learning to surf.

Since its launch on 7th September 2011 more than 8000 

kids aged between 5 and 12 years old have participated 

from all corners of the country, and over 16,000 parents are 

already subscribed to the program. National awareness of 

the program has already reached 10% Australia-wide and is 

now starting to attract interest from all around the world. 

Success was especially evident across the Surfing Australia 

Surf Schools Network who embraced the program from 

its inception and will continue to do so as it grows into the 

future. Surfing Australia’s target of 40 Delivery Centres in 

Year 1 was quickly exceeded within the first month, and 

a total of more than 80 member surf schools delivered 

VEGEMITE SurfGroms across every State in the country.

of revenue into the Surf School Network alone in its first  

12 months.

Surfing Australia is extremely grateful for the support 

provided by the Australian Sports Commission, and also by 

all of the sponsors of the VEGEMITE SurfGroms program  

including naming rights sponsor VEGEMITE, support 

sponsor Quiksilver, and additional sponsors in Wahu, 

Coastalwatch, Surfing World Magazine and Channel 9.

VEGEMITE
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VEGEMITE SurfGroms 
provided in excess of 
$1.6m of revenue into 
the Surf School Network 
alone in its first  
12 months

Since its launch on 7th 
September 2011 more 
than 8000 kids aged 
between 5 and 12 years 
old have participated 
from all corners of the 
country

More than 80 member 
surf schools delivered 
VEGEMITE SurfGroms 
across every State in
the country

Proudly supported by:
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As of April 2012, the Australian Sport Commission 

Coaching Accreditation Scheme.

Coaching Accreditation is the minimum award required 

utilised as an extension of the current Level 1 and Level 

2 Surf Coaching accreditations, up-skilling accredited 

coaches by demonstrating the competencies required to 

These two accreditations will soon be added under 

Surfing Australia’s scope of registration as a Registered 

Training Organisation (RTO) so they can be presented 

with more reach and flexibility as a national qualification.

is currently working with all State Branches to get the 

right delivery model in place, to develop our online 

training capabilities and to up-skill all of our state based 

presenters in order to become a fully functioning RTO 

very shortly.

Surfing Australia now has 2,292 registered surf coaches 

and 950 accredited judges in its database. This is a 14% 

increase in the past year and clearly demonstrates the 

growth of the learn-to-surf industry and the demand for 

surf education and accreditation.

As one of the fastest growing industries on the Australian 

coastline, surf schools in Australia are facing some 

really exciting times ahead, particularly those schools 

supported by and affiliated to their national governing 

body – Surfing Australia.

This year has seen significant additional funding granted 

by the Australian Government through the Australian 

Sports Commission (ASC) and channelled directly into 

the Sport Development department, allowing Surfing 

Australia to now provide more grassroots benefits and 

support to the Surf Schools Network than has ever 

previously been possible. Our ability to deliver best 

practice Sport Development outcomes across our 

network has been significantly enhanced, and a range 

of new and powerful initiatives have been launched, 

including our flagship national junior participation 

program VEGEMITE SurfGroms.

As a result, the Surfing Australia Surf School network 

now has over 100 member surf schools and operates 

on over 550 beaches across Australia. A dedicated 

and highly experienced Sport Development Manager 

is working to support the surf schools and help to 

increase every school’s growth opportunities in line with 

national development plans, and there is also a much 

greater emphasis on quality assurance and best practice 

methods within our surf school network.

A testament to the strength of the relationship between 

Surfing Australia and the quality surf schools in the 

network is the success of the Girls Go Surfing Day which 

entered into its 22nd consecutive year in 2012. The event 

is essentially a grassroots learn to surf program, targeting 

both female non�surfers and beginners of all ages and 

encouraging them to undertake professional surfing 

instruction in a safe and supervised environment. The 

2012 and saw a total of 52 participating surf schools and 

over 2,400 participants signing up to the event. Every 

participant received a great show bag, and we were 

delighted to have secured support sponsors for this 

event including Rip Curl, Dolly and Suncorp.

Surfing Australia now 
has 2,292 registered 
surf coaches and 950 
accredited judges
in its database

The Surfing Australia 
Surf School network 
now has over 100 
member surf schools 
and operates on over 
550 beaches across 
Australia
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Surfing Australia, in conjunction with our State 

associations, recognises club surfing as the grassroots 

of Australian surfing. Club competitions teach the skills 

required to pursue a competitive career, and introduce 

surfers to the benefits of the support and friendship 

offered by club membership.

The Surfing Australia Boardriders Club system currently 

has over 200 member clubs across Australia, and 

with considerable benefits on offer, member clubs are 

now experiencing a significant participation increase. 

Surfing Australia’s Boardriders Club system is the most 

advanced in the surfing world and is a vital link in our 

sport development pathway. We are committed to 

working with our clubs to ensure the sport of surfing 

continues to go from strength to strength and maintains 

its status as a truly iconic Australian pastime.

During 2012, Surfing Australia has continued to 

implement its highly successful Boardriders Club 

Education Scheme in order to help build the capacity 

and knowledge of our clubs. The scheme ensures that 

one member from every club in Australia is accredited 

annually with an international judging accreditation 

and a Level 2 coaching qualification free of charge. 

Additionally, Surfing Australia has continued to promote 

the Illicit Drugs in Sport (IDIS) program and has sent 

every affiliated club in Australia an IDIS Boardriders 

Club Education Pack containing an educational DVD; 

IDIS brochures; and eight IDIS branded competition 

rash-vests.

Further to this, Surfing Australia is compiling a 

comprehensive new database of all affiliated clubs 

around the country and their members in order to 

offer a better service and provide greater development 

opportunities for their members.

COMMUNITY 
PARTICIPATION
Alongside State-based community programs supported by 

Surfing Australia through our Sport Development funding, 

Surfing Australia decided to embark on its own program to 

take the VEGEMITE SurfGroms program to the kids of the 

Northern Territory for the first time.

Facilitated by one of Australia’s leading surf schools and 

VEGEMITE SurfGroms Delivery Centres, Solitary Islands 

Surf School left their base on the wave rich Coffs Coast 

in May 2012 and headed for somewhere never before 

considered feasible as a learn to surf destination – Darwin.

Partnering with the Darwin Waterfront, Surfing Australia 

and Solitary Islands Surf School delivered the VEGEMITE 

SurfGroms program to dozens of young locals through the 

facilities on offer, including a wave pool, lagoon park and 

young surfers in the Northern Territory looking for a fun 

and exciting new sport to get involved in.

Surfing Australia has continued to work with indigenous 

communities along the coast and has seeded a number of 

sustainable programs in 2012 for youngsters around the 

country, including in Forster, the Tweed Coast and on the 

Gold Coast, with the aim of expanding on these programs’ 

success in future years to come. 

 

A research project conducted in consultation with 

Surfing Australia by a team from the Australian Sports 

Sports for Good Foundation investigated the social impact 

of surfing on the lives of Indigenous Australians and their 

communities. 

While there has been strong research interest in the links 

between sport and recreation programs and various 

health and social outcomes in mainstream society, what 

is not so clear is what physical activity means in the 

lives of Indigenous Australians and what (if any) impact 

programs like surfing have on the lives of the people who 

engage with them. Through this research it was found 

that a number of the participating surfing programs were 

considered successful and had multiple positive impacts 

on surfing participants and their communities. Surfing 

Australia will now be working with the government to look 

at further ways surfing can provide positive outcomes for 

Indigenous communities nationally.

The Surfing Australia Boardriders 
Club system currently has over 200 
member clubs across Australia

The Darwin Waterfront wave pool
hosted VEGEMITE SurfGroms
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Surfing Australia maximised the value of its commercial 

partnerships, the Media Department has gained coverage 

in all mediums for a wide range of events, while our digital 

assets (website and social media platforms) continue to 

exhibit growth. Multiple events were also successfully 

managed during this time frame.

Over the past 12 months, Surfing Australia has increased its 

sponsorship portfolio by 80%, managed over 20 events and 

grown its website presence to reach over 400,000 unique 

visitors annually and accrued more than 800,000 visits 

across our digital platform.

The Surfing Australia Media Team has spread its wings, 

servicing over 30 events from the grassroots to the elite 

events, both nationally and internationally, while our 

magazine Surfing Australia News has been expanded 

to 116 pages and more focus has been placed on better 

maximising our social and viral penetration through a 

multifaceted platform.

SPONSORSHIP
COMMUNICATIONS

AND EVENTS
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Surfing Australia’s I Am Surfing Australia campaign with 

Nikon won an award at the prestigious Sponsorship 

Australasia Awards in Melbourne.

The campaign won a Highly Commended award in the Best 

Rights Holder category.

Surfing Australia was also a finalist in The Best Integrated 

Sporting Sponsorship category with VEGEMITE SurfGroms.

The Sponsorship Australasia Awards were created in 

response to members' feedback to celebrate best practice 

in sponsorship. Sponsors, rights holders and agencies were 

all invited to enter their most successful campaigns from 

2011 and more than 40 submissions were received.

Surfing Australia and Nikon joined forces in 2011 when 

Nikon became the organisation’s official camera and five-

time surfing World Champion Stephanie Gilmore came on 

board as the ambassador for Nikon’s COOLPIX AW100 

waterproof, freezeproof and shockproof camera. Gilmore 

also became the face of Nikon Australia’s first locally-

produced marketing campaign that builds off Nikon’s 

global ‘I AM’ strategy.

Surfing Australia CEO Andrew Stark said: “It’s fantastic to 

achieve this award for our organisation. We’ve had a clear 

strategy to form partnerships with mainstream brands to 

take our sport to a new level in Australia.

“This strategy has come to fruition which the award 

recognises and it shows our capacity for sponsorship 

servicing. We’d like to thank Nikon and all of our current 

partners and we're looking forward to continuing to work 

with them into the future.”

Surfing Australia wins award at  
prestigious Sponsorship Australasia Awards

Nikon Australia Ambassador 
Stephanie Gilmore

Surfing Australia CEO Andrew Stark accepts the award at the 
Sponsorship Australasia Awards

Jake White (General Manager Marketing & Communications), Chris 
Symington (General Manager Sport Development & High Performance)  
and Andrew Stark (CEO) at the awards.



Proudly supporting

Surfing Australia’s new national training centre

sony.com.au

Channel 74 in QLD and capital citiesChannel 64 in regional areasTuesdays 6.30 pm

For program times visit www.television4me.com.au
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SPONSORSHIP
Surfing Australia’s commercial division strives to provide 

its array of partners with ideal platforms to elevate  

their brands.

In the last financial year, Surfing Australia’s corporate 

sponsorship portfolio has increased by over 80%, whilst 

maintaining our focus on partnering with mainstream 

Australian brands.

We assist our partners by creating meaningful brand 

experiences, promoting their products and key messages 

right across the country, whilst connecting them with 

youth-minded markets in a way no other sport can.

Surfing Australia offers its partners several levels of 

sponsorship involvement, from grassroots programs, to 

community, corporate and event sponsorships.

During the past year Surfing Australia welcomed new 

sponsors Hurley, Harvey Norman, Sony, FCS and Harley-

Davidson.

Surfing Australia prides itself on going above and 

beyond their obligations to maximise the outcomes of its 

sponsorships.

Surfing Australia’s 
corporate sponsorship 
portfolio has increased
by over 80%



Surfing Australia’s sponsorship portfolio includes:
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The Australian surfing tribe gathered in Manly in February 

winners of the Australian Surfing Awards incorporating the 

Hall of Fame.

Fame in front of more than 400 people at a gala function 

at the Manly Novotel. Hosted by Channel Ten’s Tim Bailey, 

the event was moved to Manly for the first time to coincide 

with the Australian Open of Surfing.

that were presented as part of the Australian Surfing 

Awards. World No.3 Owen Wright was named the Male 

Surfer of the Year; women’s World No.2 Sally Fitzgibbons 

was named Female Surfer of the Year; and ASP Women’s 

Rookie of the Year Tyler Wright won the Rising Star Award.

Ten-time Molokai paddleboard champion and winner of 

the recent Biggest Paddle Award in the ASL Oakley Big-

 

Waterman Award.

The ASB Surfing Spirit Award was won by 1988 World 

Champion Barton Lynch for his tireless efforts to training 

and mentoring the surfing champions of tomorrow 

including organising the successful BL’s Blast Off event for 

junior surfers.

The Peter Troy Lifestyle Award for the person who has 

given their life over to surfing and in doing so has enriched 

the surfing culture around him was won by Alan Atkins for 

his devotion to administration, coaching and competition 

since the 1970s.

The Surf Culture Award was won by Thrust – The Simon 

Anderson Story. Thrust is the biography of one of 

Australian surfing’s most revered figures, Simon Anderson, 

written with Tim Baker and published to commemorate 

the 30th anniversary of his design breakthrough, the three-

fin thruster.

Anderson was also on hand to present the Simon 

Anderson Club Award to the Snapper Rocks Surfriders 

Club after a dominant series of boardriding results in 2011.

AUSTRALIAN
SURFING AWARDS
INCORPORATING THE HALL OF FAME

Ray Collins –
2012 Nikon Surf Photo of the Year
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2012 AUSTRALIAN SURFING AWARDS
Incorporating the Hall of Fame Winners’ List

Male Surfer of the Year Owen Wright

Female Surfer of the Year Sally Fitzgibbons

Rising Star Award Tyler Wright

Waterman of the Year

ASB Surfing Spirit Award Barton Lynch

Peter Troy Lifestyle Award Alan Atkins

Surf Culture Award “Thrust” The Simon Anderson Story

Simon Anderson Club Award Snapper Rocks Surfriders Club

Nikon Surf Movie of the Year

Nikon Surf Photo of the Year Ray Collins

Hall of Fame Inductee

Female Surfer Of The 
Year Sally Fitzgibbons

Ross Clark-Jones 
with fellow Storm 
Surfers rider Tom 
Carroll after been 
inducted into the 
Australia Surfing  
Hall of Fame

More than 400 
people gathered for 
the Australia Surfing 
Awards

Tyler Wright receives
the Rising Star Award
from Rabbit Bartholomew

Ray Collins’ photo of Mark Mathews 

won the Nikon Surf Photo of the Year 

Shade of Blue was named the Nikon 

Surf Movie of the Year.

Surf Culture Award  
winner Simon Anderson

ASB Surfing Spirit Award 
winner Barton Lynch with  
Keith Curtain from ASB



| 
A

N
N

U
A

L
 R

E
P

O
R

T
 2

0
12

38

MEDIA
The Surfing Australia Media Department has 

gained coverage in all mediums for a wide 

range of events, programs and brands.

We offer a quality media service Australia-

wide and overseas, and also have a range 

of other professional PR services including 

copy writing, photography, video news 

releases and distribution, and event media 

management.

Our media team continues to service many 

events in the Australasian region, from 

the highest level Association of Surfing 

Professional World Tour events including 

the annual Quiksilver Pro and Rip Curl 

Bells Beach Pro events through to State 

and regional events. We’ve also been 

busy servicing Surfing Australia’s High 

Performance Camps, VEGEMITE SurfGroms, 

numerous program launches along with 

community and corporate related media.

The Media Database includes 56 
mailing groups with more than 
2400 subscribers

The Media Department services 
more than 30 events in Australia 
and overseas each year

Our media database has continued to experience exponential growth 

with over 2400 subscribers across 56 separate mailing groups.

Surfing Australia continues to utilise Meltwater News – a global media 

monitoring system combining the industry’s broadest search capabilities, 

exclusive analytical tools and a consultative relationship.

Meltwater News' interactive analytical capabilities allows us to get even 

more value from our media mentions by evaluating trends, mapping 

press activity, identifying target markets and measuring the ROI of 

marketing and public relations campaigns.
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MAGAZINE

At 116 pages and perfect-bound, Surfing Australia’s Magazine 

presents a sophisticated and comprehensive coverage of 

Surfing Australia’s activities. It’s a powerful document covering 

all of Surfing Australia’s programs and activities and continues 

to receive positive feedback from not just the surf industry 

community but also from wider industries. QR Codes to SATV 

links throughout the magazine provide an excellent opportunity 

to present information on multiple platforms. The National body 

has also integrated a new digital edition of the magazine to 

penetrate online markets and is viewable on mobile devices. 

 

WEBSITE

Surfing Australia’s website – www.surfingaustralia.com – is a 

custom designed site that continues to experience growth. As 

a dynamic and rapidly growing organisation, Surfing Australia 

needed a website that could go the distance. The current site 

incorporates a unique event management system, interface and 

database design, CMS and e-commerce platform and SEO.

(21.79% increase)

- Number of Visits in 2011/12: 543,951 (7.72% increase)

- Visit Duration: 3.21 minutes

- Referral Traffic: No.1 site – Facebook (33,676 visits)

- Traffic source: No.1 site – Google (320,731 visits)

- Mobile traffic – 12% of overall traffic and 64,094 visits 
 (246% increase)

- Mobile Devices – Apple iPhone (33,299 visits) and Apple 

 iPad (19,013 visits)

With the penetration of smart phones on the rise, Surfing 

Australia will be at the forefront of media consumption and 

design. 

The Surfing Australia website portfolio also includes  

www.surfgroms.com, www.surfingaustraliatv.com,  

www.surfcoach.com, www.sasurfschools.com.au,  

www.learntosurf.com and www.australiansurfingawards.com.

The biannual Surfing Australia 
Magazine has a distribution of 4000 
editions with a readership of 12,000

SOCIAL MEDIA
In the past year, Surfing Australia has used their 
social media platform to build up its brand and client 
relationships. The Surfing Australia Facebook page 
now has more than 7700 fans with an increase of 
2000 Likes on the back of a marketing campaign, 
Facebook advertising and a photo competition via 
a third party app. Surfing Australia remains active 
through Twitter with 2457 followers and the recent 
inclusion of Instagram has almost 800 followers. Our 
video channel content has also performed well with 
a total of 213,716 lifetime views and 111,762 views for 

the past 12 months.

Facebook – www.facebook.com/surfingaustraliainc

 - Lifetime Likes: 7,761

 - Friends of Fans: 2,979,309 

 - Gender Breakdown: Male 61% / 

    Female 39% 

YouTube - www.youtube.com/surfingaustraliavids

 

    months: 111,762 

Twitter – twitter.com/surfingaus – Daily twitter 

updates feeding nearly 2,500 followers with updates 

redistributed across a larger network –

followers: 2457 

Instagram – @surfingaus – followers: 815

Website Unique Visitors Visits

www.surfingaustralia.com 250,964 543,951

www.surfgroms.com 61,876 109,716

www.surfingaustraliatv.com 11,907 17,056

(launched Jan 15, 2012) (35,584 video views)

www.surfcoach.com 55,862 102,386

www.sasurfschools.com.au 41,825 52,190

Total 422,434 825,299
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SURFING AUSTRALIA TV

Surfing Australia TV has locked in prime time television 

coverage to beam nationally into Australian households.

Surfing Australia has teamed with free-to-air digital 

channel Television 4ME to broadcast Surfing Australia TV 

every Tuesday at 6.30pm immediately after nightly  

news programs.

Managed by Brand New Media, Television 4ME broadcasts 

nationally to a potential audience of 22 million viewers in 

more than 8.3 million homes.

Television 4ME is available on Channel 74 in Queensland 

and capital cities and Channel 64 in regional areas. Viewers 

should rescan their digital receivers for reception.

half-hour program showcasing the organisation’s many 

different programs from junior development, through to 

elite athlete coaching, event management and  

industry education.

Surfing Australia TV is also available 24 hours, seven days 

a week through its dedicated website 

www.surfingaustraliatv.com.

Surfing Australia TV host Jessica Skarratt interviewing former  
World Tour competitor Matt Hoy at the launch of the  
second season of VEGEMITE SurfGroms
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In 2012 Surfing Australia produced the documentary A Two 

Wave Total.

The one hour program followed Australia’s leading female 

surfers as they chased glory on the Australian leg of the 

ASP Women's World Championship Tour.

Stephanie Gilmore, Sally Fitzgibbons, Laura Enever, Tyler 

Wright, Rebecca Woods and junior star Nikki van Dijk put 

it all on the line in front of their home fans at the Roxy Pro 

Gold Coast, Rip Curl Pro Bells Beach and Commonwealth 

Bank Beachley Classic in Sydney.

A Two Wave Total followed their progress on the Dream 

Tour as they not only took on each other but the planet’s 

best female surfers in their quest for surfing’s ultimate 

honour – the World Title.

The program’s funding was provided by the Australian 

Sports Commission through its Australian Government’s 

Women in Sport Media Grants, a new initiative to increase 

the exposure and reach of women’s sport in the  

Australian media.

at 1pm in Sydney, Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth; and at 2pm 

in Melbourne. Ratings showed it had a national viewing 

audience of 141,000 and was first in its timeslot in Sydney 

and second in Melbourne. National coverage was also 

achieved through Surfing Australia TV on free-to-air digital 

channel Television 4Me. The documentary was broadcast 

internationally on ESPN Asia, which boasts more than 

176,000,000 subscribers.

More than 2000 DVDs were created and distributed to 

Surfing Australia’s corporate database and sent out in 

conjunction with the Surfing Australia magazine.

The program can be viewed along with the individual 

profiles on Surfing Australia TV at 

www.surfingaustraliatv.com.

A Two Wave Total stars (from left)
Tyler Wright, Nikki Van Dijk, Rebecca Woods, Sally Fitzgibbons,

Stephanie Gilmore and Laura Enever

A TWO WAVE TOTAL
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EVENTS 
Surfing Australia’s events team is responsible for the 

management and sanction of events at the grassroots 

through to regional, state, national and international level.

The peak surfing body’s managed events provide a sport 

development pathway for surfers of all ages, gender and 

levels of ability to compete against each other.

Despite a weakening surfing event sponsorship market, 

our events have continued to attract the best local 

competitors from the Australian surfing scene as well as a 

budding list of international competitors seeking exposure 

and experience within the competitive environment of 

Australian surfing.

Adding to our services, Surfing Australia’s event staff have 

been travelling both nationally 

and internationally performing 

computer operating services 

and tour management roles at a 

range of amateur and professional 

rated Association of Surfing 

Professionals sanctioned events.

Surfing Australia 
organises more 
than 20 events 
per year

Key Events List:

Australian Surfing Awards

Wahu Surfer Groms Comps 8 events

Rip Curl GromSearch 4 events

Australian Surf Festival 5 events

Australian Indigenous Surfing Titles
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Australian Indigenous Titles  
Return To Bells Beach
The Australian Indigenous Titles returned to Bells Beach 

for the first time in 16 years in May.

Russell Molony (Central Coast NSW/North Entrance) 

Haddon (Foster/Tuncurry NSW).

Previous champion Scott Rotumah (Byron Bay) was on 

hand to present the title to Molony.

“It’s been such a special week at Bells Beach and I’m 

really proud to win this title,” Molony said. “The surfing 

has been fantastic and the standard just incredible 

and to come away with the win is amazing. It’s very 

emotional right now and I feel really honoured to win 

such an event.” 

Haddon’s impeccable wave selection throughout the 

event deserted him in the final but the stylish and 

powerful surfer was elated to make the final.

“In such great waves it was all about celebrating 

Indigenous surfing and I was just happy to make the final 

and really enjoy the event,” Haddon said.

For winning the Australian Indigenous Title, Molony 

won a wildcard into the Australia Surf Festival at Port 

Macquarie in May and was victorious there winning the 

Open Men’s National Title.

AUSTRALIAN CHAMPIONS 2012
ASP WORLD TOUR
Stephanie Gilmore (5 x World Champion)

publication

 
ASP WORLD JUNIOR CHAMPIONS

Nikki van Dijk

 
AUSTRALIAN INDIGENOUS CHAMPION
Russell Molony

 
AUSTRALIAN SURF FESTIVAL CHAMPIONS
OPEN SURFMASTERS

OPEN MEN: Russell Molony (NSW)

OPEN WOMEN: Philippa Anderson (NSW) 

OVER 35 WOMEN:  Sandra English (NSW)

OVER 40 MEN:  Glen Pringle (NSW)

OVER 45 MEN:  Terry Lansberg (NSW)

OVER 50 MEN:  Charlie O’Sullivan (NSW)

OVER 55 MEN:  Mark Phelan (NSW) 

SPECIALTY

SINGLE FIN:  Ian Bell (NSW)

ALAIA:  Barney Quinlan (NSW) 

LONGBOARD

OPEN WOMEN:  Georgia Young (WA)

OVER 35 WOMEN:  Debbie Alan (NSW)

OVER 35 MEN:  Damian Coulter (QLD)

OVER 40 MEN:  Richard Smith (NSW)

OVER 45 MEN:  Hayden Swan (NSW) 

OVER 50 MEN:  Chris Meier (VIC)

OVER 55 MEN:  Rick Chalmers (NSW)

OVER 60 MEN:  Alan Atkins (NSW)

OVER 65 MEN:  Danny Bond (NSW)

 

STAND-UP PADDLEBOARD (SUP)

MEN’S MARATHON:  Beau O’Brian (QLD)

OVER 40 MEN’S MARATHON: David Kissane (NSW)

MEN’S TECHNICAL RACE:  Kelly Margetts (QLD)

WOMEN’S TECHNICAL RACE: Karla Gilbert (QLD)
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Surfing Queensland’s long-term 
status as an industry leader in the 
management of events was evident 
once again in 2012, with the successful 
activation of the Men’s and Women’s 
ASP World Tour Quiksilver and Roxy 
Pro as well as the ASP Men’s 4-Star 
Breaka Burleigh Pro.

Surfing Queensland’s proven 
development pathway across all 
disciplines of the sport included 
over 30 state-based events of a 
professional, amateur, social, junior, 
masters, female, and interclub nature.

A strategic focus on sport 
development programs within 
our affiliated network of over 30 
Boardriders Clubs saw Surfing 
Queensland secure an unprecedented 

Government funding through 
the Department of Communities 
Sport and Recreation Services 
Active Inclusion Program. This 
funding, as well as additional sport 
development programs including the 
Surfing Queensland Club Coaching 
Participation Program provided a 
valuable boost for Boardriders Clubs 
to invest in an array of areas such as 
coaching, judging, junior development 
and increasing participation.

Breaka Flavoured Milk extended their 
sponsorship of Surfing Queensland’s 
world-class Surf Schools network and 
further reinforced their commitment 
to surfing within the state, expanding 
the Breaka Burleigh Pro to include 
a Women’s ASP 6-Star World Tour 
event in 2013.

The Chiko Queensland Championship 
Circuit continued to provide 
Australia’s richest and most 
prestigious state-based surfing 
series, with Chiko also extending their 
sponsorship of the four-event Open 
Men’s series for a further two-year 
term.

None of 2012’s success would be 
possible without the ongoing support 
of all members, coaches, judges, 
clubs, surf schools, volunteers, valued 
stakeholders, sponsors and of course 
the dedicated team of staff and Board 
of Directors at Surfing Queensland.

The past 12 months have been hectic 
at Surfing NSW as anyone chasing 
sponsorship dollars knows firsthand 
how tough things are at present.

From September 2011 til March 
2012 the Museum of Sydney ran an 
exhibition called Surf City, which 
highlighted the effect surfing and 
its culture has had on Australian 
society throughout the 50s, 60s and 
70s. Surfing NSW was a key partner 
in this project which attracted over 
6,000 visitors per month during the 
exhibition.

In the event arena, The Australian Surf 
Festival in Port Macquarie continues 
to go from strength to strength, while 

Coffs Harbour had some amazing 
waves for the semis and finals. Having 
seen the standard of surfing at this 
event, surfing is alive and well in 
Australia.

Festival in Port Stephens becoming 
an amazing four days of competition 
culminating with a 20km  downwind 
marathon in 35 knot conditions that 
had all competitors chomping at the 
bit.

The Australian Open of Surfing 
attracted 60,000 spectators on 
Manly Beach watching the finals and 
it was great to see NSW surfers Sally 
Fitzgibbons and Matt Banting take 
out the inaugural event.

With the assistance of some 
government funding, Surfing NSW is 
rolling out Surfers Rescue 24/7, which 
is a nationally accredited CPR and 
Board Rescue course that is being 
made available to all surfers in NSW 
throughout the coming summer. With 
over 1200km of surfable coastline in 
NSW and less than 5 per cent of our 
beaches being patrolled, recreational 
surfers make a huge contribution to 
water safety.

Surfing SA has faced a challenging 
year. The Fantastic Noodles 6 Star 
World Tour event on Kangaroo Island 
was a successful surfing event but 
unfortunately unforeseen costs led 
to substantial financial losses. Surfing 
SA was forced to cut back on staff 
and expenses to ensure financial 
stability. The South Australian Tourism 
Commission also came to our aid and 
contributed towards these costs and 
we are grateful for their support.

This year it has been back to basics, 
focussing on junior development, 
State Titles and rebuilding our 
sponsorship portfolio. We are happy 
to report that we are back on our 
feet and things are looking great for 
2013/2014. We have a few events 
yet to be announced to add to our 
calendar next year and we look 
forward to hosting the 2013 Australian 

next year.

A huge thank-you to SATC, Coopers, 
Sealink, Recreation and Sport SA and 
Surfing Australia for their support in 
what has been a challenging year.
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Surfing Tasmania has seen much 
growth throughout 2012. We have 
affiliated two extra Boardriders Clubs 
– there are now three in the State – 
with continued hopes to get another 
one or two clubs signed up in the near 
future.

Surfing Tasmania’s membership has 
continued to grow, with improved 
communications and membership 
t-shirts being available for the first 
time in several years. Increased entries 
in our State rounds have been a direct 
result of this.

Through our successful Sport and 
Recreation Tasmania grant we 
have been able to assist the newly-
developed clubs as well as continue 
offering high-level junior coaching 
camps in the three main areas of the 
State (North-West, East and South). 
We have also had several visits from 

from the Hurley Surfing Australia High 
Performance Centre, co-ordinated 
through our State Coaching Director, 
Dustin Hollick. Barton Lynch will also 
be coming to give some advice to 
our juniors prior to the Nationals. 
Increasing our junior membership is 
also a priority, which will be made 
easier with our increase in Boardriders 
Clubs, as well as programs conducted 
by our Surf Schools, including 
VEGEMITE SurfGroms.

With Tasmania’s first ever surfer being 
selected to represent Australia at the 
World Masters Surfing Championships 

also generated, bringing Surfing 
Tasmania into the public arena.

It’s been a very busy year, with 

taking precedence – we are grateful 
for the support from the other 
States and are confident of hosting a 
successful event.

Although Surfing Tasmania continues 
to be run by volunteers, a part-time 
paid position is looking likely to occur 
in the near future.

In 2012 Victoria had its first ASP World 
Champion with Nikki van Dijk winning 

Championships at Keramas, Bali in 
October.

The 51st Rip Curl Pro at Bells Beach 
was completed in record time with 
the event only utilising five days of 
the 12-day competition window. Mick 
Fanning claimed his second Rip Curl 
Pro Title in an amazing final against 
Kelly Slater. Sally Fitzgibbons won 
the Rip Curl Women’s Pro for the 
second year running against Stephanie 
Gilmore. The event had some of the 
best conditions ever with fantastic 
waves and uncharacteristically 
beautiful weather. Spectators flocked 
in the thousands and for the first time 
we reached maximum capacity on 
site.

The final of the Play It Safe By The 

was held after the Men’s Final in front 
of a giant crowd. Harry Mann won 
his second title and his trophy was 
presented on the main stage by 11x 
World Champion and 2012 Rip Curl 
Pro runner-up Kelly Slater.

The Australian Indigenous Titles made 
its return after a 16-year hiatus at 
Bells Beach in May. The event began 
with a traditional smoking ceremony 
conducted by the local Aboriginal 
Co-operative and long time partner 
in the Victorian Indigenous Surfing 
Program, Wathaurong. Russel Molony 

Haddon after several days of classic 
Bells conditions. Molony then used 
the wildcard he received as Australian 
Indigenous Champion to win the 
Australian Surf Master Championships 
at Port Macquarie.

Surfing WA progressed as planned 
across all areas of operations.  WA 
surfers continued to succeed on 
the world stage across all surfing 
disciplines, which is a testament to our 
focus on the surfing pathway and High 
Performance development of athletes 
in partnership with Surfing Australia.

Surf School activity continued at 18 of 
the State’s most iconic beaches with 
activity rates surpassing the 70,000 
person mark.

Club surfing continued to play a major 
role in the WA surfing fabric with the 

The SWA event program continued 
to gather great corporate support, 
highlighted by the ASP rated Telstra 
Drug Aware Pro winning the award for 
Best Community Event in WA.

Steady progress across our 
communications platform has seen 
several achievements with our 
self-generated content via Vimeo 
registering in excess of 1 million 
downloads in the past year.  Planned 
improvement in the approaching year 
will certainly attract more attention 
and more exposure for our sponsors.

SWA were at the forefront of several 
major achievements, none greater 

upgrade of Surfers Point, Margaret 
River. The upgrade of this facility 
and the partnership with the Shire of 
Augusta Margaret River has positioned 
the international surfing event for an 
exciting future.

SWA’s commitment to High 
Performance development and elite 
athlete support has never been greater 
with our investment of in excess of 

athlete scholarships and programs, 
coach and officials development and 
regional High Performance programs.

The total success of SWA’s delivery 
is due entirely to the dedication and 
cooperation of our Board of Directors 
and the commitment of our full time 
and part time staff, and the ongoing 
support from our sponsors and 
funding partners.
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE 2012
 2012 2011

 $ $

STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME

Revenues from ordinary activities 4,533,788 2,959,431

Cost of Sales (3,310,099) -

Employee benefits expense (439,885) (395,015)

Depreciation and amortisation expenses (64,771) (43,657)

Other expenses from ordinary activities (615,578) (2,515,824)

Profit from ordinary activities 103,452 4,935

Other income 2,009,000 -

Other expense 347,867 -

Total comprehensive income

attributable to the members

of the association 1,764,585 4,935

Although the principal activities of Surfing Australia 

remained the same this financial year, there were 

two standout highlights: a) the launch of VEGEMITE 

SurfGroms; and b) the opening of the Hurley Surfing 

Australia High Performance Centre at Casuarina. The 

beefed up our bottom-line, while most of the HPC fit-out 

strategy as we move towards becoming a commercially 

sustainable sport. The VEGEMITE SurfGroms program 

was launched in September and virtually consumed the 

organisation both financially and resource wise. New 

Sponsorship funds were funnelled back into the program 

to ensure its success. Elsewhere Corporate Sponsorship 

grew, while the Sponsorship & Events area had mixed 

fortunes as events dwindled and fell over. The business 

model is robust and working well, with the activities of 

Surfing Australia split into three areas: High Performance; 

Sport Development; and Sponsorship & Events. The 

We are in a strong position financially, with little debts 

and strong liquidity.

FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AS AT 30TH JUNE 2012
 2012 2011

 $ $

CURRENT ASSETS

Cash assets 1,283,142 3,205,567

Receivables 102,656 374,006

Inventories 12,116 207,530

Other 115,166 -

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 1,513,080 3,787,103

NON-CURRENT ASSETS

Property, plant and equipment 2,666,447 261,810

TOTAL NON-CURRENT ASSETS 2,666,447 261,810

TOTAL ASSETS 4,179,527 4,048,913

CURRENT LIABILITIES

Payables 1,264,464 502,715

Prepayments 199,315 297,148

Provisions 76,472 41,875

Other 7,700 2,540,187

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES 1,547,951 3,381,925

NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES

Loans from Third Parties 200,000 -

TOTAL NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES 200,000 -

TOTAL LIABILITIES 1,747,951 3,381,925

NET ASSETS 2,431,576 1,040,994

EQUITY

Retained profits 2,431,576 666,988

TOTAL EQUITY 2,431,576 666,988
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STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
AS AT 30TH JUNE 2012
 2012 2011

 $ $

CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES

Receipts from Customers 1,215,615 1,328,652

Operating Grant Receipts 4,062,745 1,291,255

Other Income 1,136,260 291,258

Movement in Prepayments 227,889 -

Movement in Trade Debtors 82,098 -

Payments

-Payments to suppliers and employees (4,604,385) (2,502,179)

Net Cash Provided by (Used in)

Operating Activities 2,120,221 457,252

CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES

Proceeds from sale of property, plant and equipment 1,291 -

Payment for property, plant and equipment (575,850) (2,011,538)

Net Cash Provided by (Used in)

Investing Activities (574,559) (2,011,538)

CASH FLOWS FROM FINANCING ACTIVITIES

Increase in Borrowings 200,000 -

Interest Income 128,168 48,266

Leasing Charges (7,604) -

Net Cash Provided by (Used in)

Financing Activities 320,564 48,266

Net Increase (Decrease) in Cash Held 1,866,226 (1,506,020)

Cash at Beginning of Financial Year (769,243) 736,777

CASH AT END OF FINANCIAL YEAR 1,096,983 (769,243)



Stephanie Gilmore celebrates her victory at 

the Roxy Pro Gold Coast in what would be the start of her triumphant 

campaign for a fifth World Title.

PIC CREDIT

ASP/Robertson
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CONTACT DETAILS

Phone: +61 7 5599 3800

Fax: +61 7 5599 5097

Email: info@surfingaustralia.com

Web: www.surfingaustralia.com

Postal Address:

PO Box 928 Coolangatta QLD 4225

Street Address:

Suite 215, Level 2 Showcase on the Beach

72-80 Marine Parade Coolangatta QLD 4225


