
Hawaiian superstar John John Florence has won at Margaret River before, and heads to the region 
in his spare time to shoot blistering video parts. He’s the poster boy for this year’s Drug Aware 
Pro, and just happens to be world champ, so who better to chat with in the lead-up to what 
promises to be an incredible event? Without any 
further ado, ladies and gentlemen, we give you 
the best surfer in the world, coming in hot from 
a semi-finals finish at the Quiksilver Pro Gold 
Coast, John John Florence.

Margaret River. You won the contest when it 
was part of the Qualifying Series, made the 
final two years ago against Adriano de Souza 
as a Championship Tour event, and film in the 
area a lot. Big fan? I love Margaret River! It’s 
easily one of my favourite stops on tour, there 
are just so many waves. I’ve done a ton of freesurf 
trips there too it’s an amazing part of the world and a fantastic event.

Last year the contest ended up as one of your throwaway results though, what happened?
Ah you know, it goes that way sometimes. I had a tough one against Caio Ibelli and lost, for the 
second straight event. At Bells we had a close heat and I took the first wave of the set and he got 
the score on the wave behind, so then next time at Margarets I wasn’t going to let that happen 
again and gave him the first wave. It wasn’t a good wave and he went crazy and got the score 

under a ton of pressure, so even though I was upset 
about it, good on him.

When you’re not surfing what do you like to get 
up to around the region? It’s a beautiful area, with 
plenty you can get up to. There are the wineries, you 
can do a ton of fishing, see all the kanagaroos – I’m 
from Hawaii, we definitely don’t have any of them 
at home! – and have plenty of fun. There are always 
kinda waves though, you can always find something, 
even if it’s windy.
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You’re the poster boy for the event this year, 
standing tall at The Box. Tell us about that 
wave. Having rounds at The Box was so cool. 
Pipeline and Teahupo’o are gnarly barrels, but 
this is totally different. And when those big ones 
come you really get your heart in your mouth 
and start to sweat on them, hoping the step 
doesn’t come from nowhere and mess you up. 

Is it the only slab on tour in your eyes? 
Definitely. Chopes is insane, but it’s almost too 
perfect to call it a slab, whereas The Box is a wave 
all of its own.

What about North Point? The forecast shows 
some potential. Man that’s exciting. If we can 
run at North Point we’ll be in for the best event 
ever. That wave is so good, it’s like Sunset on 
steroids. Fingers crossed!

Thanks mate, good luck. Cheers!

The Drug Aware Pro is the second World 
Tour event in 2017 and starts next week, with 
a window that runs from March 29 to April 9.  
Surfing Western Australia have worked hard 
with the Department of Parks and Wildlife, the 
Shire of Margaret River Augusta, the local boardriders, Gracetown residents, and Police and Fire 
and Emergency Services to have North Point available for competition if the swell picks up, so as 
John says above, fingers crossed!

World Surf League action is back, and the countdown is on for its return to Western Australia. Log 
on to http://www.worldsurfleague.com for all of the action from the Aussie leg, and stay tuned to 
The Down South Down Low for twice-weekly updates of all things Drug Aware Pro.

Chris Binns for The Down South Down Low - T: @binnsie9779 - I: @binnstagram 
If you, or someone close to you, needs help call the Alcohol and Drug Support Line on 9442 5000 or visit drugaware.com.au.
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