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2017 Surfing NSW Junior (Under 16) 
Shortboard Ranking System  

Rules and Regulations  
 

About the Surfing NSW (SNSW) Junior Shortboard Ranking System 

The SNSW Junior Ranking System is the mathematical method of ranking under 16 (cannot turn 
16 in the respected year) SNSW Junior shortboard members.  Results have been calculated for all 
SNSW State members to date and will continue to be calculated on a roll over system. The 
systems objective is to determine where competitors rank against other NSW junior shortboard 
members.  

Note: U18’s divisions are not included within the system.  As U18 surfers acquire a rank on 
the WSL Pro Junior ranking – this division is not included on the Surfing NSW ranking 
system. U18 surfer rankings are therefore based off their WSL Pro Junior Australasia 
ranking for seeding and Wild Card purposes. 

The system will provide many benefits for members, it will: 

• Award surfers who participate in events. 
- The system will result in a 12 month overall ranking across all ages and all divisions with the 

ability to categorise the one ranking which will break up different demographics (age and 
gender categories); 

• Allow top ranked surfers to have early entry into certain events. 
- There will be allocated NSW Ranking spots available for top seeds on the reserve list;  

• Develop a unified seeding formula which engages multiple results; 
 
Eligibility 

 
In order to be eligible for the SNSW Junior Shortboard Ranking System you must fit into the 
following criteria: 

• Be a current (not expired) SNSW State member; 

• Compete (must enter the water for their heat) and progress past Round One in any of the selected 
SNSW events within the ranking system criteria (events listed later on in this document).  
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Ranking Calculation Method 

A member’s SNSW ranking is calculated by a point allocation that is distributed across junior 
divisions and certain listed events. 

Please Note: Points will only be rewarded if a surfer advances through Round 1 across all 
events. No points are rewarded for those eliminated in Round 1. The only exception for this 
will be during junior shortboard regional events in which there is only a Final, in which 
case points will still be allocated to the surfers. 

The official SNSW junior ranking system is ongoing as it works on a 12-month roll over system. 
It is calculated by the surfer’s four (4) best results in the immediate 12 months.  

All Points have a one-year expiry date from the time they were earned.  

It is important for a surfer to improve on the points they earned as the year continues, so they 
aren’t counting on lower event points and therefore dropping their total across the best four (4) 
results. 

1.3.  Release Dates and Update Details 

• The SNSW Junior ranking system is adjusted within a week post event. The updated ranking 
will appear on the SNSW website for all to view. 

• A surfer’s ranking will include the result they earned immediately after the points of the last 
event they competed in. 

• It is a member’s responsibility to check that their ranking is correct. Any perceived 
anomalies, incorrect spellings, incorrect date of birth or queries regarding the SNSW Junior 
rankings should be emailed to SNSW via chey@surfingnsw.com.au. 

Information pertaining to these corrections must be received no later than three days prior to 
an event coming up. SNSW reserves the right to release revised rankings at any time if it 
determines that the amendments are in the best interest of the athletes and the NSW rankings. 
 

1.4.  SNSW Ranking Points Allocation Tables 

All events are ranked on different levels (of which SNSW6STAR represents the most points and 
SNSW1STAR the least); 

• SNSW1STAR, SNSW2STAR, SNSW3STAR, SNSW4STAR, SNSW5STAR and 
SNSW6STAR.  

SNSW have placed the specific events into different levels based on a number of factors 
including:  

• the prestige and history of the event; 

• past champions of the event; 

• amount of competitors; as well as  
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• the pathway link to the WSL World Junior Titles and ISA World Junior Championships.  
 

Please Note:  

1. As U18 surfers acquire a rank on the WSL Pro Junior ranking – this division is not 
included on the Surfing NSW ranking system. U18 surfers are therefore based off their 
WSL Pro Junior Australasia ranking for seeding and Wild Card purposes. 

In some cases, there are certain events e.g. Skullcandy Pro Junior –U18 division (that is 
not sanctioned with WSL).  In this situation, younger surfers competing in this division 
will still earn points based on their placing under the U16’s point allocations.  

2. If a surfer competes in 2 divisions, only the highest earned points will be allocated 
towards their ranking. For example, a U14 year old also competing in a U16 division 
will be allocated points based on the U16 division points if their placing is higher then 
their other division.  

 

 SNSW Benefits of Using the Junior Ranking System 

 
Seeding  
This new ranking system will assist Surfing NSW with event seeding across all Surfing NSW 
events and other NSW based events.  
 
Early entry 
Positions in events will be set-aside for higher ranked surfers to reward their ranking within our 
state. Each event will have a certain number of entries set aside for each division and those 
surfers will be emailed prior to the event opening date.  
   

1.6 Surfers Responsibilities 

- Surfers must renew their membership to continue to be a part of the SNSW Junior ranking 
system. Surfer’s points expire when membership expires; and   

- Surfers must continually track the number of ranked events competed in and check that point 
allocations are correct. 

 
1.7 Amendments 

The SNSW ranking rules and regulations may only be amended, repealed or otherwise modified, 
in whole or in part, by SNSW at any time including with retrospective effect. SNSW reserves the 
right to review and amend the NSW ranking rules and regulations during the year, including with 
retrospective effect, if it determines that the amendments are in the best interest of the athletes 
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and the NSW rankings. These amendments will be published on the SNSW 
http://www.surfingaustralia.com/nsw/about.php under the documents listing.   

1.8 – More Helpful Information and Frequently Asked Questions & Answers 

• Who do I contact in regards to a mistake in the point allocations? 
Chey Lawson – Surfing NSW Office Administration. Phone (02) 93497055 or                               
Email: chey@surfingnsw.com.au 
 

• How do I become a part of the junior shortboard ranking system? 
A surfer must be under 18 years of age, hold a current SNSW membership and compete in the 
specifically ranked junior shortboard events to be eligible. 
 

• When will points be updated? 
Points will be updated within a month post event and uploaded to the SNSW website. 
 

• Why are points not allocated to those knocked out in Round One? 
No points will be rewarded to those who are eliminated in Round One. This is to prevent younger 
surfers from entering older divisions to try and gain a larger amount of points for just entering in 
the event compared to winning heats in their own division.  
 

• If I entered in more than one division for an event, how will points be allocated? 
Only the highest points earned from one single event division will count. 
 

• Why are the best four results totaled? 
SNSW have established that four events are the average number of events across all age groups 
that competitive junior surfers participate in. We also do not wish to encourage surfers to travel to 
events just to boost points. The system allows surfers to keep the highest four results and also be 
able to drop a couple of results if they compete in more than 4 events without hindering their total 
ranking. 
 

• Do seeded surfers gain points just because they start in Round 2 or another round? 
Yes, those surfers do gain points as they have achieved past results to gain them the seeding to 
allow entry into that round. E.g. WSL Pro junior events surfers start in the round of 64 (Round 2). 
 

• Will the ranking system reward top ranked surfers to not have to rush to enter some 
events? 
Yes, the rankings system will assist top ranked surfers reserve positions (event by event basis). 
This will be placed on each event web page stating ranking as at a certain date will be reserved.   
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• Can the ranking system be used as a pathway into NSW State Titles and Australian Titles 
2017? 

No. This year Wildcard applications will be dealt with on individual merits based on the 
below criteria. There are NO Ranking System Wildcards. If you do not meet one of the 
options below – you are unable to apply for a wildcard. Please note – Sponsor Trips & 
not qualifying on the day are not grounds for consideration. There are no guarantees on 
the amount of wildcard allocations. The ranking system will ONLY be used as a justifiable 
model to base decisions if need be.	 

• What happens if surfers tie on the ranking system, how are they separated come selections 
for Aussies and wild card positions? 
If a tie occurs in the rankings, it will be a count back on the single highest points earned from one 
event. 
 

• Why aren’t other events counted? 
All events listed are Surfing NSW managed or sanctioned, and located within NSW (with the 
exception of the Billabong Occy’s Grom Comp). SNSW believe the selected events provide the 
best opportunity to rank all NSW competitive surfers across the state.  
 
 
Surfing NSW Ranking System Contact Details 
Chey Lawson– Events & Office Assistant 
Email: chey@surfingnsw.com.au 
Phone: (02) 9349 7055      
Fax (02) 9349 7055   
Address: ‘The Pavilion’ Marine Pde, Maroubra beach, NSW, 2035  
Mailing Address: PO Box 4005, Maroubra South, NSW, 2035 
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