
In solid waves at Surfer’s Point today Sally Fitzgibbons has claimed this year’s Drug Aware Margaret 
River Pro, beating Tyler Wright in the final and grabbing a share of the world number one ranking 
in the process. It’s been almost two years since Sally lasted tasted success at the top level and the 
effervescent South Coaster couldn’t contain her delight at being chaired up the famous Margaret 
River steps. We caught up for a celebratory chat a short time after the presentation. The Top 17 
now head to Victoria for next week’s Rip Curl Pro Bells Beach, with Aussies filling four of the five 
top positions in the standings.

Sally, congrats on the win! Thanks you so much, it feels incredible to be holding this trophy. It’s 
been a great week and this really caps it off.

You’ve been coming to these parts for a while now… Over 10 years, and it’s always been 
a learning experience, the waves, the ocean, it’s got incredible power. I really respect Western 
Australia and feel like I’ve accrued so much information. This year I felt like I had all the answers 

right up to the final, 
and I was still standing 
right at the end!

On stage you seemed 
to really make a point 
of expressing how 
much you love this 
event? I love coming 
here! I love the area, 
the community, the surf 
culture, and I feel like 
there are world class 
waves up and down 
this whole coastline. 
It’s been an amazing 
couple of weeks, and 
I’d love to see the event 
continue. 
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All of the crew from Surfing WA do such a good job of running the show, I know they love seeing 
the world’s best surfers in town, and they all have our support. 

You now get your name on the steps here at Surfer’s Point, how good! Isn’t it! Every morning 
I run down in the dark, and I always see Chelsea Hedges’ name from 2010, when she beat me in 
the final, and I feel like that could have been me, so I’ve really been eyeing off the empty step, 
visualizing my name being there on that plaque, and it’s come off! Was really grounding to touch 
the step before and say, “Yep, that’s me now!”

You and Tyler are both from the South Coast and have known each other for years, were 
you taking out there or did you have your game faces on? Gerroa was very well represented 
just then! It’s only a small blip on the map but we both love getting back there. It was really cool 
to share that final with someone I’ve been friends with since she was nine-years-old, but in the 
surf we’re both pretty steely-eyed and focused. It felt great to get the nod, Tyler’s in great form. 

Does Tyler’s world title give you 
more motivation to go and get 
one of your own? My desire and fire 
is always there, and I’m constantly 
working towards that goal, but I was 
really psyched to see Ty win it last 
year. If you can’t win it, then your 
countrywoman may as well. She 
dedicates herself so much, and it was 
really well deserved. I definitely want 
to be in that position now, and follow 
her footsteps from last year.

You’re in yellow, two of 10 events 
down, eight to come, good luck! 
Cheers! It’s a long year but I’ve set the 
pace and I feel like I can keep it going from here.  

Chris Binns for - The Down South Down Low T: @binnsie9779 - I: @binnstagram 
If you, or someone close to you, needs help call the Alcohol and Drug Support Line on 9442 5000 or visit drugaware.com.au.
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