
Before it became the Drug Aware Pro, Western Australia’s favourite surfing tournament was called 
the Margaret River Masters. There were only a couple of events in the world that went by that title, 
one of them at the legendary Pipeline in Hawaii, so it was quite the honour at competition’s end 

when the champ could claim the to be a master. 
After the display we saw this week at Surfer’s 
Point however titles are irrelevant; John John 
Florence could call himself whatever he wants 
to around these parts now and not hear a single 
complaint, such was the standard of his surfing. 
In heat after heat of pumping waves, ranging 
from six-feet on finals Sunday to skyscraper-
size the Saturday before, Florence raised the 
bar for performance surfing at Mainbreak to 
never before imagined, let alone seen, heights, 
dropping nine-point rides at will.

After surfing the final against close friend 
Kolohe Andino we caught up with the world champ to see if even he could explain what we had 
all just witnessed. Florence now takes the yellow Jeep Leader jersey to Bells, where the Rip Curl 
Pro starts this week.

John John, that was incredible. Congrats! Thanks!

Have you ever felt so dominant, from start to 
finish, at an event? Ahhhh, it’s hard to say. I was just 
so excited to go surf, and that’s the best mind set I 
can get in to do well. I was amped to surf, and then 
brought in everything I’d learned last year. I felt really 
well prepared, and really confident, and the waves have 
been awesome too, so that’s a huge part of it.

Does it relieve a lot of the mind games when the waves are so good? You just have to go 
and surf. Yeah definitely, you’re not worried about grovelling so you can just focus on getting 
good waves. The North Point day was fun, if a little bit tricky, then once we moved back to 
Mainbreak there have just been tons of waves, and plenty of opportunities. 
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You kick out of a wave, jump on the jetski and you’re back in the lineup 30-seconds later, with 
two guys out; it doesn’t get any better than that!

You hear about world title hangovers, yet you’ve gone and got a coach and are back on 
top of the rankings two events into the new year. What has Ross Williams brought to 
your game? Ross is a great surfer. With him coming from Hawaii I’ve known him all my life, so 
it just felt so natural to bring him on board with the team (John John also travels with Brandon 
Wasserman and Eric Knutson). We learned a lot last year, then bringing in Ross, with all the 
experience he’s got commentating around the tour the last few years, he’s really been analysing 
every spot, looking at boards, waves, you name it, I’m stoked.

Your boards looked amazing this event, no matter which length you were riding. Obviously 
there’s comfort in knowing you don’t ever have to worry about your equipment? It’s so 
nice. I have such a great relationship with (shaper) Jon Pyzel, and growing up in Hawaii my boards 
feel perfectly dialled in for the waves over here too. The board I was on in the final I rode all winter 
at home, it’s got a unique shape to it but it’s just so fast and holds in through turns, and that’s 
my favourite surfing really, 
generating as much speed 
as possible then putting it on 
rail. 

The crowd here loves you! 
It’s been incredible! Everyone 
here is so stoked on surfing, 
and every time we run out 
they’re cheering and high-
fiving us all, it really does 
get you psyched up to push 
your surfing and excited the 
crowd. It’s been really cool. 

Well congrats again John, 
enjoy the win. Thank you.

Chris Binns for - The Down South Down Low T: @binnsie9779 - I: @binnstagram 
If you, or someone close to you, needs help call the Alcohol and Drug Support Line on 9442 5000 or visit drugaware.com.au.
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