MARK WINDON
- CEO

I

started surfing in 1963, the year that Surfing NSW was formed, and surfing
has been a big part of my life since then.

I have been involved with Surfing NSW in various administration, coaching
and judging roles since the early 1980’s and to watch our sport develop
has been amazing and to be a part of this is an absolute privilege.
At the beginning of the year, Surfing Australia, along with legendary surf
journalist Phil Jarratt, released a fantastic and comprehensive book,
which documented the rise of Australian surfing over the course of the
last 50 years. In no way, shape or form are we attempting to emulate
something of that magnitude, in fact we’re merely intending on providing
you with a snapshot of the organisation over the last half-century. We
hope you enjoy it.
At the time of writing, we have just finished running a Rip Curl GromSearch
at Cronulla, the standard of surfing in all divisions was incredible, and
if this is indicative of the surfing talent today, NSW surfers will feature
prominently in the upper echelons of our sport for the foreseeable future.
The next 50 years, what can we expect? The only advice I can give to
whoever is sitting in the chair after me, is tighten up the seat belt, it will
be one hell of a ride.
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DAVID GYNGELL

- CHAIRMAN SURFING NSW

5

0 years is a milestone in any sport, to look back over the past 50 years
it has been a rapid transformation from a sport that was considered
to be for the rebel fringe. We are now in our third generation of Australian
surfers and firmly entrenched as part of the fabric of Australian society.
Having grown up with my mates in the local boardrider club, I had
firsthand knowledge how passionate Aussie surfers were about their
sport.
From club and regional levels, I have had the opportunity to see Surfing
NSW grow over the past 30 years, and when asked about the possibility
of coming on board with Surfing NSW it was a no brainer.
Along with the rest of the Surfing NSW Board, I am as passionate about
the sport today as when I first started surfing, and look forward to the
development of our sport over the next 50 years.
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MARK RICHARDS
INTERVIEW

I

n February, four-time World Champion Mark Richards was named Surfing
Australia’s most influential surfer of the last 50 years at a gala dinner in
Sydney. The Novocastrian beat an array of Australian surfing pioneers
and fellow world champions to be bestowed with the honour that was
met with a standing ovation from the 400-plus attendees in the room.
As always, the surfer - affectionately known as “The Wounded Seagull”
- was humble in acceptance and graciously accepted the award and
added the accolade to his mantelpiece, which already holds countless
amounts of honours.
As one of NSW’s most successful and renowned surfers, we could think
of no one better to open this celebration of the 50-year anniversary of
Surfing NSW.

Growing up as a single child to two surfers in
Newcastle, can you remember the first time you
encountered surfing?
No, I can’t actually. It’s too long ago. My Mum
and Dad both surfed and I actually think my
Dad was one of the first people to start surfing in
Newcastle. He started after seeing a guy on the
beach at Bar Beach with a board and thought
it looked like fun. Dad approached the guy and
asked where he bought it.
The guy had either bought it from Barry Bennett
or Gordon Woods in Sydney as they were two
of the first surfboard manufacturers. My Dad
drove down there and bought a board back
to Newcastle and he began surfing. From there
Mum began to become interested also and he
had people always coming up to him asking
where he got it.
Dad then got the idea to buy a few boards from
Barry and Gordon and sell boards in Newcastle.
At some point I came along and I kinda had no
choice, but to surf. It was always part of my life.
For me it was never a discovery.
Was it love at first sight or was it simply a case of
you “had no choice?”
I’m not sure if it was love at first sight. I just enjoyed
being in the ocean more than anything. I guess I
began when I was about five years old on one of
the old surf-o-planes and that was what people
learned to surf on in those days. I guess I must’ve
been about seven or eight when I got my first
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actual surfboard and I was absolutely busting to
get it. Basically, I just loved being at the beach.
You learnt to surf at Blacksmiths too?
Yeah, at the time boards were quite expensive in
relation to the wages people were making and
all the main beaches in Newcastle – Merewether,
Bar Beach, Dixon Park , Nobbys and The Cowrie
Hole – all had quite a few rocks around, so not
many people chose to surf the Newcastle city
beaches.
Most people chose to surf Blacksmiths at the time
as there was always a classic righthand bank
up against the breakwall. As silly as it sounds,
people who lived in the city of Newcastle would
drive half an hour down to Blacksmiths instead
of surfing at Newcastle. It was really legropes
that encouraged people to surf around the
city where there were rocks and reef, because
the consequences changed and your board
wouldn’t end up on the rocks.
At the time did Blacksmiths seem like a world
away though?
No, it didn’t really. It was so engrained in our
weekend holiday lifestyle. My parents would
work on Saturday morning and then everything
would close around lunch time. My Dad had an
old Holden panel van and he’d throw the boards
on the roof and drive down to Blacksmiths to
surf on Saturday afternoons and then first thing
Sunday we’d head back down there and hang
there all day.

There were no umbrellas, sunscreen or anything.
Any days that were public holidays, we’d do
the same thing. It was the norm at the time. As
funny as it sounds, even though it wasn’t my
local beach it almost became my local as I was
growing up.
So when you began surfing more around
Newcastle, was it like you were blowing in to
your own local beach?
I think I began surfing around Newcastle because
of the influence of Robbie Wood (father of former
professional surfer Nicky Wood). At the time Rob
and Jim Newburn were the absolute two best
surfers in Newcastle. Both were utterly fearless
and ahead of their time.
Robbie took me under his wing when I was in my
early teens and he encouraged me to move
away from surfing Blacksmiths and to start surfing
places like Merewether, Newcastle Beach and
the Cowrie Hole. He’d take me out in more
challenging waves in the city beaches, before
school and after school.

which was held at Blacksmiths. There was also a
state schoolboys event, which was held at Manly
from memory. The prize for winning was a trophy,
which was basically a generic trophy with the
screw-on sportsman on top. I guess the reason I
liked competing was that it was pretty cruisey –
not dog-eat-dog like you see in some instances
today – and I liked to win the trophies (laughs).
You mentioned Robbie was a big help, but were
there any surfers outside the Newcastle area
who inspired you?
There were a lot of great surfers in Newcastle.
Two others that come to mind: Roger Clements
and Peter Cornish, both had some great success
on an Australian level. The other influences would
come from the pages of Surfing World magazine
and the occasional surf movie that would come
to the Hunter Theatre.
In those
probably
because
came to

years though, the person who was
the biggest influence was Nat Young,
he was leading the charge when it
aggressive and innovative surfing. To
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At what point did you take it to the next level and
start competing? You finished runner up in the
Australian Titles in 1972, but was it much before
that you began competing regularly?
Again it was Robbie who got me interested
in competing because at the time he was the
president of Merewether Boardriders Club. At
the time it was probably the strongest and most
well known club in the Newcastle area. I began
surfing in the cadet division and there weren’t
many guys in there as there weren’t too many
young surfers.
I began competing in the Juniors and Seniors
on the Sunday as well so I got more time in the
water with only four or six guys in the heat. It was
basically my introduction to competing. Other
than that, the only other competition I remember
were the Under-14 Newcastle Schoolboys event,

me it seemed like Nat wasn’t happy to go along
with the way people had surfed in the past.
There was a whole generation of people like
Nat, Dave Treloar, Bob McTavish, Ted Spencer
and Keith Paul who moved to the NSW north
coast because of the wave quality and the
lifestyle. Guys like them basically changed the
perception on what surfing was at the time.
Before that, guys seemed pretty content to take
off and just cruise along and walk up and down
the board.
I assume you would’ve seen a lot of those guys
when they came to town for events like the
Mattara also?
I did watch a lot of it, but I don’t really remember
it (laughs). I know I watched all of them, but I
can’t remember them.
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Do you remember the year you won (1974)?
Yeah, I remember that one. It was my first really
significant contest win. In those days the Mattara
was a big and very prestigious event. Surfers
came from all over Australia to compete in it.
Over the years guys like Nat, Peter Drouyn, Peter
Townend and Rabbit Bartholomew as well as
some of the best Australian surfers of all time used
to compete in that event. One thing I remember
about the year I won was being pretty shocked
that I actually won. I think local knowledge may
have played a massive part in that win.
You also claimed an Aussie Title the year prior.
Do you think wins like these helped you build a
competitive edge or do you think you were born
with it?
I always enjoyed competing, but I think the allure
of competing was the fact I got to travel. From
memory one of those Aussie Titles took place in
Margaret River and I’d never been to Western
Australia before. It was like going on an overseas
trip. If I didn’t compete then I probably wouldn’t
have seen as much as I did.
Looking back it seems like in 1972 everyone
wanted to win trophies, but by 1973 and 1974
- with the events in Hawaii and the Gunston
500 in South Africa - the trophies got replaced
by cheques. For me it just seemed like a logical
step as I’d already gone as far as I could go
on the Australian level. I don’t know where the
competiveness comes from really. I’m a relatively
non-competitive person on land, but the second
I used to put on a contest singlet, something
used to happen.
Do you think that might’ve thrown a lot of your
fellow competitors off, thinking you were a softtouch?
No, I don’t think so. I think they realised pretty early
that I was keen on winning and didn’t want to be
pushed around in a competitive situation. When
we got to the 1970s it got a bit more serious and
the hustling and the intensity got more intense
than it had been in the past. You had to develop
a bit of a reputation as someone who wouldn’t
give in. If you gave it, people would paddle
over the top of you and take full advantage of
the situation. In those days you used to have to
hold the inside position. If you gave it up then
you got a reputation as someone who’d throw
the towel in when things got heated. There were
events where I would’ve paddled the whole
way to New Zealand if it meant I kept the inside
spot and then there were events that I probably
lost because I wouldn’t give up the inside spot. It
was a really important part of your competitive
psyche and your image to be someone who
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wouldn’t give up the inside and would stand
up for themselves. I don’t think I was any fun to
compete against. I wouldn’t like to compete
against me.
When the World Tour was in its infancy, a lot of
the hype seemed to be on the Queensland guys.
Was there a part of you that wanted to bring the
title to NSW?
Not at all. I didn’t share the same vision for pro
surfing that guys like Rabbit, Ian Cairns, Peter
Townend, Shaun and Michael Tomson [had].
Those guys were true believers that pro surfing
would one day be a legitimate sport and be
a recognised sport alongside sports like tennis
and soccer. When cheques began to replace
trophies in the 70s, there was a very loose bunch
of events that were put together to try and
create a tour.
Peter Townend was the first world champion in
1976 and the tour was put together by Randy
Rarick and Fred Hemmings in Hawaii and Peter
Burness who was the South African contest
director for the Gunston event and the other
South African events. They basically came up
with a point system so they could crown a World
Champion at the end of the year and Peter was
the first champion. I do believe he even went
into debt chasing the tour that year and to win
the world title. Most of the first place prizes were
lucky to be two or three thousand dollars.
I think the same pretty much held true for the
next two years with Shaun Tomson and Rabbit,
both – I believe – went into debt to be crowned
world champion. What I was doing in those early
years was, I’d only compete in the countries that
I enjoyed visiting: Australia, Hawaii and Japan. I
was only doing parts of the tour, because I didn’t
share the same vision the other guys had for
it. I just couldn’t get my head around the fact
that you’d spend the whole year on the road
and end up going into debt. You obviously had
the time of your life going to all these different
countries, but at some point bills had to be paid.
What was your backup plan for the year you won
your first title in 1979?
My backup plan was shaping boards. When I
was at school, the only subject I really enjoyed
was woodwork. I loved working with my hands
and building things. Through my Mum and Dad
having the surf shop I would get offcuts when
Dad would pick up boards from Barry Bennett,
Gordon Woods, Midget Farrelly and Nipper
Williams. I would join the offcuts together and
make mini surfboards and that’s how I got
interested in shaping.

When I began riding Geoff McCoy’s boards I used
to go to Sydney and stay with him during school
holidays. We’d surf Narrabeen in the morning
and then go back to the factory and I’d just sit
there and watch everyone make surfboards. It
seemed like the perfect lifestyle really; they were
making a living from it, were passionate about it
and if there was surf then they’d down tools and
go surfing. I thought ‘this is great.’
Initially, Geoff taught me a lot of the basics of
board shaping. Actually, it was probably my
second reason for not wanting to go on the
tour during that period, I didn’t see my future
as a professional surfer, I saw it as a professional
shaper.
Who made it clear to you that chasing the tour
was a viable career option?
Really it was never a clear decision. When the
circuit officially kicked off in 1976 through to
1981, I never competed on the tour full time.
I just did bits and pieces. When I won in 1979 I
missed the whole middle part of the tour. When I
won in 1980 I didn’t do the full year either. Again,
I was still thinking my future was in surfboard
manufacturing and competitions and world
titles were a distraction. My chosen career path
was a surfboard shaper. It was what I did when
I left school and for a few years pro surfing got
in the way and now I’m back doing what I’ve
always enjoyed.
After you won your fourth World Title in 1982,
did you simply go back to competing in select
events?
Yeah I just went back and did select events.
When I won in 1979 it was a bit of an accident
that I won, I got off to a great start in Australia
and Japan, then I didn’t do the middle part of
the tour and coming into Hawaii there were
three people ahead of me on the ratings and I
needed them to be eliminated at certain stages
of particular events.
It went right down to the wire and I needed to
win the final at Haleiwa to win the World Title and
it happened. In 1980 – there’s no easy way to say
this and I don’t want to sound like an egomaniac
– but I actually won pretty easily. It was like
everything went my way that year. I didn’t do
the full tour that year. In 1981 and 1982 I got in a
bit of a competitive battle with Cheyne Horan
and over the year the lead see-sawed between
he and I. In both those years the title came down
to whoever did better in Hawaii.
What was motivating me after the first one was
that no one had backed up and won a second
title and then following that no one had one

title and then following that no one had won
three and so on. After the fourth world title in
1982 I began to have problems with my back
and in those days we were barely making ends
meet. I had won four titles in a row, but I was just
scraping by monetarily at the end of the year.
What it cost to do the tour was more then you
made in prize money. It’s nothing like it is today.
After four titles I was really satisfied and just
thought I would go back to what I did early in
the peace and just compete in some of the
countries and shaping as well. As a career path
I thought ‘you can’t be a pro surfer forever’
whereas shaping I could.
Does it flip you out though that you’ve been
named as the Most Influential Australian Surfer
of the last 50 years and been given an Order Of
Australia Medal for surfing and not shaping?
Yeah I think winning the most influential thing was
a combination of everything, not just competitive
surfing. That’s my take on it anyway (laughs). The
people who voted for me might have a different
view, but that’s how I looked at it.
In your eyes what does the future of NSW surfing
look like?
I think we’re very lucky in this state that we have
a climate conducive to going surfing. We’ve
got hot summers and relatively mild winters and
an incredible variety of waves from D-Bah on
the Queensland boarder right down to the far
South Coast on the Victorian boarder. There’s
such an array of waves as well as a strong
boardriding club culture. If you want to be a
serious competitive surfer then you need some
grounding and training and that all comes from
your local boardriding club.
With that in mind, I think the future of NSW
definitely looks promising as does the rest of
Australia. In terms of Australia as a nation, I
really don’t think the achievements of Australian
surfers have really been celebrated the way
they should have been. I’m not talking about
the World Champs – going back to Midget back
in the day – but as a nation we’ve dominated
professional surfing across male and female
since competitive surfing was invented.
I think surfers appreciate it, but the national
mainstream media don’t give surfing the
recognition it deserves. You only have to look
when people like Joel and Steph won their
recent titles, they get some mainstream press,
but if you compare it to other sports like tennis
then it’s vastly different. We can have a tennis
player win their first round heat of an event lilke
Wimbledon or the US Open and it’s front page
news.
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Joel, Steph or Mick win a world title and it’s
buried in some little sporting column a few
pages in. Even on an amateur front, a lot of
surfers come up against surfers from another
country and it barely gets a mention. It can
get frustrating sometimes. It’s seems like a bit
of an uneven balance.
You and the MR moniker remain tied to a lot of
events – you’ve been the patron of Newcastle
Surfest, there’s the MR shield at State and
Australian Junior Titles and your dad has the
Ray Richards Memorial – with events like that
are you happy with the legacy you continue
to leave with Australian surfing?
Yeah definitely. It’s really hard to answer. I
guess it’s more personal and if I start to talk
too much about it then I begin to sound like
an egomaniac. I guess all I can say is that
I’m very grateful for the lifestyle I’ve led that
surfing has afforded me. I’ve been incredibly
fortunate to be a surfer and be able to make
a living off something I really enjoy. Still,
wonderful things come to me because of
surfing and I’ve made some great friends all
over the world. Even though, I wasn’t a lot of
fun to surf against in a heat I think I’ve come
out of the whole process without everyone
thinking I’m an egomaniac.
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It’s all worked out really well. I guess I’ve also
tried to portray a good image for surfing and
tried to champion that as much as possible.
When I came through surfing was labelled
with the unfair reputation of surfers being nohopers. I was on the ABC Sportsman of the
Year one year and the interviewer basically
asked ‘you seem like an alright bloke, but in
general surfers are a bunch of no-hopers and
layabouts aren’t they?’
For a long time I felt like I was defending
the team so-to-speak. When you’re winning
events and you’re the person the media
came to for a quote, I always tried to be
conscious of not wanting to screw it up for
people who were coming up the ranks,
while trying to explain that surfing was just as
legitimate as any other sport. The guys and
girls train just as hard as any other sport and
just because people tend to see surfers in the
middle of the day on a weekday in the water,
that doesn’t make them a no-hoper.
A lot of people who surf simply organise their
life around surfing. I would try and explain
that a lot of people don’t understand the
attraction of the surfing lifestyle. It doesn’t
matter if you’re a grom or a 60-year-old man,
the thrill of riding a wave never diminishes, it’s
one of the greatest and most special feelings
in the world.
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ORIGINS

A

quick glimpse into the beginning of
the Australian and NSW Surfriders
Association with 1964 World Title Judge
and Cronulla delegate Ken Williams.
“The Australian Surfriders Foundation was founded by
all of the Boardriders clubs which were coming out of
Sydney at the time. At the time I was the president of
the Cronulla Boardriders Club and all the other club
presidents and I got together at Nat Young’s place*
at Collaroy to speak about forming the Australian
Surfriders Association.
Each beach had a specific delegate to report back
to the president, who at the time was Midget Farrelly.
Bob Evans was also high up in the association’s
hierarchy as well and helped orchestrate the meeting
and the beginning of the Association. It was originally
called the Australian Surfriders Association, but NSW
was under the umbrella, so basically the birth of both
organisations began at that meeting.

C E L E B R A T I N G

5 0

Y E A R S

photo: BOB WEEKS

1 9 6 3 - 2 0 1 3

C E L E B R A T I N G

5 0

Y E A R S

The meeting was basically like any other meeting
and we all went around and took nominations for
president etc. It was a bit surreal with everyone
hanging with the future stars of the sport like Nat
and Midget, but at the same time everyone
was just mates. Midget would come down to
Cronulla in his GT Falcon with his then girlfriend
and current wife. Likewise, Cronulla surfers would
go up to Palm Beach and the beaches up there
to surf with them. All of us were of similar age,
so it was like a big community scattered all
throughout Sydney.
At the time we’d have a lot of inter club comps
where we’d surf against clubs like Bondi. In those
days, you’d go down the beach and there was
just a nucleus of surfers, kinda like there is today,
but everyone was there, wherever the surf was
good.

All our clubs could get insurance through the
national body, which at the time was something
we weren’t really educated on at first, but then
we were told if we weren’t then people could
lose their homes and stuff like that if someone
got hurt down the beach. At the time we didn’t
have any idea.
Looking at Surfing Australia and Surfing NSW now,
it’s nice to know I was there at the beginning and
something we did to bring all the clubs together
has now developed into something that now
encapsulates multiple pro surfing events as well
as still catering to grassroots.”
*According to A Complete History Of Surfboard
Riding In Australia by Phil Jarratt the original
meeting took place at Mike Alexander’s parents
Collaroy home.

The Association also ran events like the State
Titles at Manly and Narrabeen. It was always
pretty laidback and cruisey, there was no money
or anything like that involved and everyone who
was holding office was just an honouree position.
The professionalism didn’t really come into it until
the ‘70s with the birth of things like the Bronzed
Aussies.
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10 MEMORABLE
EVENTS

A

snapshot into some of the most memorable surfing
events ever staged in NSW.
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World Titles – Manly 1964
Winner: Midget Farrelly
As told by 1964 World Title judge Ken Williams:
“A lot was organised by guys like Bob Evans who brought the event out to Australia. I think they were
liaising with Americans like Mike Doyle and I’m not too sure why they brought it to Manly, but it was
two years after the unofficial World Titles took place at Makaha in 1962. Anyway, Manly was the first
year they called the event the World Titles.
Phil Edwards (American pro surfer) was given the role of Head Judge and we had an old Bedford or
Dodge truck that was parked on the grass at Manly and we sat on the back tray and judged from
that. The surf was good too, there was a really light southerly breeze and the swell was around threeto-four foot. It was a massive day actually, there were thousands of people on the beach and it was
just packed. The promenade was full of people and kids were doing the stomp on the sand. The
criteria for judging was out of 20 and there weren’t any interference rules as such. Most of the time,
there was a gentleman’s agreement and whoever got the wave first stayed with it, there were no
rules saying you couldn’t drop in on someone.
Because the boards were so heavy a lot of the scoring went on the surfers style and how they trimmed
on the wave. It’s funny, even though we were judging, we could also surf in the event. Phil Edwards
still went out and surfed a few heats. There were five judges on the panel at a time and there was a
revolving system of around ten judges taking turns and there wasn’t a fee for us judging. We got a
t-shirt and a parker, which from memory was horrible looking and made from sail cloth material.
Midget Farrelly and Joey Cabell were going into the event as the hot favourites alongside Mike Doyle
and L.J Richards but in the end Midget got the lead. There was actually a bit of a hoo-haa about it
years later because they claimed Midget dropped in on Joey, but at the time there really wasn’t such
thing as a drop-in.
We definitely didn’t think it would be as big as it was, we simply thought it was another surf competition.
Admittedly, it was special because it was a World Title, but we never thought it was that massive. From
there surfing just exploded, up until then we were considered deadbeat surfie bums who wore duffel
coats and boat shoes.”
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Coca Cola Surfabout - Manly 1978
Winner: LARRY BLAIR
Taken from Tracks June 1978:
“Larry’s tube was simply the best wave the Surfabout will ever see. He slotted into it and stayed with
it through section after peeling section. [Wayne] Lynch followed with a slightly smaller wave from the
wrong side of the peak. He backdoored it and came out with consummate skill.
In any other contest it would have been the winning wave but in this instance it was only the second
best… Larry Blair was the champ and he knew it the moment he walked from the water. Men with
microphones crowded around him and he champ beamed and threw shadow punches and did little
dances and told the world in a high-pitched wail: ERRYUKYUKYUKGORKKKKERRHAHAHAHAHIDIDIT!!!”
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The Beaurepaires Open - Cronulla 1985
Winner: Mark Occhilupo
Excerpt from Mark Occhilupo’s biography the rise and fall and rise of Mark Occhilupo by Mark
Occhilupo and Tim Baker:
“I was stoked to compete back in front of my home crowd at the Beaurepaires in ’85. The local
support was amazing. I was going back to Mum’s house in Kurnell between heats, and Mum was
really good, making sure I was rested and fed and watered, looking after me. It was televised live and
I was watching it on TV when I wasn’t actually surfing. I knew exactly when my heats were coming up
and I could leave just before I had to surf. It was a beautiful sunny day for the finals.
I had a lot of local support in Cronulla and a lot of media attention as the new young guy coming on
strong. My Dad came down to watch me compete for the first time, and I was stoked to have him
there – even if he was getting around in a pair of green budgie smugglers. He’d worn his favourite red
tracksuit, but he got so hot he had to strip down to his sluggoes, which was an interesting look. He’d
promised me if I made the final he’d come and watch, and I really wanted to impress him…
I got that feeling of not being able to put a foot wrong and made it all the way to the final. I came
up against Tom Carroll, the reigning world champ, in a best of three sets marathon, and won it two
sets to one. Winning in front of my home crowd, with my dad there, was the best feeling in the world.”
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BHP STEEL CLASSIC – NEWCASTLE SURFEST 1986
WINNER: Mark Occhilupo
At the height of the Mark Occhilupo/Tom Curren rivalry, both surfers progressed through to the final
of the BHP Steel Classic at Newcastle Beach. Knowing there was an imminent southerly wind about
to tear around the headland, Occy opted to catch two quick waves prior to its arrival while Curren
patiently waited for a bigger wave. It proved to be the wrong strategy for Curren who struggled to
post a score in the mushy conditions and Occy took the top spot on the dais.
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OE and HB Pro Junior - North Narrabeen 1992
Winner: Kelly Slater
Excerpt from Kelly Slater’s biography Pipe Dreams with Jason Borte:
“Every talented Australian surfer, such as Tom Carroll, Gary Elkerton, Barton Lynch, Mark Occhilupo,
and Luke Egan, began his career with a win at the Pro Junior. It’s an event no overseas surfer had ever
been able to place first in. School had kept me from competing prior to 1992, and this would be my
only chance. Ross Williams, Shane Dorian, and I flew over with hopes of putting an end to the Aussie
dominance. It was a tough contest, but I was on a roll and advanced through a couple of heats.
The Australian surfers complained about the judging, claiming I was overscored, but the judges were
all Australian. When the field came down to two finalists, Shane and I were the ones left standing.
Either way an American would win. We thought about surfing the final switchfoot, just goofing around
and having fun, but decided it would be disrespectful. Still, we wanted to celebrate and ended up
riding our first waves switchfoot before getting serious. I heard that Terry Fitzgerald, the event sponsor,
wanted to come out and strangle us.
He was on the beach screaming, “What are those guys doing? They’re making a fool of me!” We
didn’t intend it to be a slap in the face. It was a celebration, but they didn’t think it was funny.
We didn’t realise the significance at the time, but the event had been Australia’s pride and joy for
seventeen years. No American had won it before or since. With the exception of Tom Curren, Aussies
had dominated pro surfing since its inception, but our crew was coming of age. The writing was on
the wall, and they were grumbling Down Under.”
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Konica Super Skins – Sandon Point 1999
Winner: Mick Fanning
Excerpt from Mick Fanning’s book Surf For Your Life by Tim Baker
“Later that same year I was invited to a specialty event at Sandon Point, Wollongong, called the
Konica Skins, alongside all the top pro surfers of the day. I was only seventeen and, looking at the
heats, they seemed so gnarly with guys like Occy, Luke Egan, Munga Barry and so many guys I’d
grown up admiring. I thought, this is going to be heavy. But there was something in the air that day
and I got on a roll. It was a place I used to surf with my brothers when Mum drove us down the South
Coast all those years ago.
My Mum was there, along with two of my really good mates. It was held on Sean’s [Mick’s late brother]
twenty-first birthday, and it was pretty weird because I won twenty-one grand that day. I didn’t even
know until the end of the event how I’d gone overall. When they said, ‘You’ve won’, I went, ‘What?’
It was an incredible day. I wasn’t even old enough to get into the RSL club for the party that night.”

Billabong World Junior Championships – Narrabeen 2003 – 2010
Following the demise of the Ocean and Earth/Hot Buttered Pro Junior, the Billabong World Junior
Championship filled the void for elite junior events on Sydney’s Northern Beaches. The event ran at
North Narrabeen for eight consecutive years and crowned multiple World Junior Champs, including
Adriano De Souza, Jordy Smith, Sally Fitzgibbons, Laura Enever and Jack Freestone.

Beachley Classic, Manly 2008
Winner: Tyler Wright

photo: ASP/WHS

14 year-old Tyler Wright blew the crowd away when she claimed victory in the Beachley Classic
at Manly. The teenage wildcard took down reigning champ Steph Gilmore in round three and a
blistering Silvana Lima in the final to nab the $20000 first place prize.
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BOOST MOBILE AIRSHOW – Bondi 2011
Winner: Josh Kerr
After several years on the Gold Coast, the Boost Airshow changed its direction in 2011 when it
announced that the specialty event would be hitting Bondi’s shores. The two day comp was filled
with aerial shenanigans which all took place in front of tens of thousands of people. When the event
all wrapped up, it was Josh Kerr who took the winners cheque from an elite field that included Kelly
Slater, Owen Wright and Jordy Smith.

Australian Open Of Surfing - Manly 2012
Winner: Matt Banting and Sally Fitzgibbons
2012 Australian Open of Surfing champion Matt Banting:
“It was definitely nuts to win that event. I was just happy to take out the junior event first and foremost.
The next day, in the main event, there was no pressure on me. When I was in semi-finals I just began
to think ‘holy-dooley, I’m only one heat away from the final here. This could be a battle of the young
guys.’ I ended up beating Granger Larsen in the semi and saw Evan Geiselman also made the final
and then it began to all sink it. Somehow it all paid off and I got the two wins for the junior and the
main event.”
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SURFERS RESCUE
24/7

S

urfing NSW initiative Surfers Rescue 24/7 has won the
Community Education Program of the Year at the NSW
Water Safety Awards in conjunction with the AUSTSWIM
NSW Awards of Excellence in Sydney.
Surfers Rescue 24/7 is a free CPR and board rescue course for recreational surfers in NSW. It provides
crucial training to assist in an ocean emergency situation and ultimately save a life. Since November
2012 more than 2000 recreational surfers have completed the course across NSW.
AUSTSWIM and Communities NSW held the awards to recognise and honour individuals and
organisations across NSW for their respective contribution to aquatic education and water safety.
The Surfers Rescue 24/7 initiative to educate surfers in life saving techniques was sparked by a need
to cover the gap between patrolled beaches and remote beaches in an effort to reduce deaths
from drowning in NSW.
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Surfing NSW CEO Mark Windon said: “We have been blown away by the demand and support for
this program. “The three-hour course is free and tailored to surfers who will use their surfboard as the
rescue tool. The course is substantially quicker than any other rescue qualification in the market and
means more locations are now patrolled in an unofficial capacity.”
Surfing Australia’s executive team recently completed Surfers Rescue 24/7 with CEO Andrew Stark
commenting: “It’s a fantastic program that has the opportunity to save lives on Australian beaches.
“I would like to congratulate Surfing NSW on creating the commendable water safety program.
Surfing Australia is excited about rolling out Surfers Rescue 24/7 on a national level in the future.”
Four-time ASP World Surfing Champion Mark Richards is a huge supporter of the course.
“I found the whole Surfers Rescue 24/7 course to be very enlightening and it made me think about
what I would do if I happened to stumble across a bad situation that’s happening in the water,”
Richards said. “I think this is something everybody should be taught. A course like this should be part
of a school’s curriculum. It’s just as important as learning to read or write.
“A surfer’s recreational enjoyment can often take place in some pretty dangerous environments, so
it’s safe to say that over the course of their life, they will have to assist in a rescue or even perform CPR
on someone. I think it’s essential for anyone who surfs to have these skill sets. I thought the course was
great.”

photo: Glen Duffus

Surfing NSW are encouraging recreational surfers of all levels to go to surfersrescue247.com and
register for the course and report any rescue.
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NSW WORLD
CHAMPS

Bernard “Midget” Farrelly
1964 World Champ
Born 1944 in Sydney
“Midget was and has always been just a natural surfer. He never seemed to focus too hard on
anything, but he’d just go out and surf incredibly well. He had a style that was so easy to watch
as well as all the moves to go along with it. In fact, he was so good people used to try and copy
him back in those days. He always had a quiet nature and he just went about his business winning
everything he could.” - Ken Williams – Judge at 1964 World Titles at Manly
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Nat Young
1966 World Champ
Born 1947 in Sydney
“Nat was always such a fierce competitor. He bought a more modern approach to surfing compared
to people like Midget. He was more radical than a lot of people at the time and he’d always be
moving on the board, walking up to the nose and then back into a big turn. I used to watch him
surf a lot down at Bellambi, which was one of his favourite waves and he was just mind-blowing to
watch in that time. He really was a fore-runner to what professional surfers are doing now. When the
boards began to get shorter, around the time Fantastic Plastics were released, Nat used to just throw
the things around. He was always in the pocket of the wave and just driving up the face and into the
section of a wave.” - Ken Williams – Judge at 1964 World Titles at Manly
photo: Tony Nolan
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Mark “MR” Richards
1979 – 1982 World Champion
Born 1957 in Newcastle
“The greatest experience we had growing up
in Merewether was watching MR come home
from trips away and you’d hear he was out there
surfing and you couldn’t get a park because
there were so many people there watching.
What he did on a twin fin had everyone starstruck.
One of the biggest things that had an impression
on me was, even when he was winning World Titles,
he would still come down and surf in Merewether
club contests; people like Nicky Wood, Matt Hoy
and myself would get the opportunity to surf
against him while he was winning World Titles.
I think we were pretty blessed to do that when
we were 14 or 15. His physique just meant he
could out paddle anyone for a wave and once
he caught a wave, he’d just blow us all away.
When I began going to Hawaii when I was 14 or
15, he’d check on me to make sure I was okay
and he’d invite me around for dinner and his
wife Jenny would cook me dinners. It was great.
One of the most memorable things I had the
privilege of doing was when I caddied for him
at the Billabong Pro in 1985 when it was held
at Waimea when it was 20-25 foot. It was such
an experience to watch him from the channel
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and see how he attacked those waves. I was
nervous, but I had nothing but trust in him and he
told me what to line up with.
It was one of the greatest experiences ever as
a young surfer to see him do that and then to
win the event. He’s been nothing but nice to
me and offered me some priceless guidance
as I came up the ranks. I’m also pretty sure he’s
the last World Champion to win a title on his own
equipment that he shaped. Words can’t really
describe how cool that is. ” Luke Egan – Former
World Championship Tour surfer and fellow
Newcastle local
“I just remember him as the reigning World
Champion sitting off the rocks at Merewether.
He’s such a big human and he had his wetsuit
on with the MR logo on the back of his wetsuit
and I just thought ‘This guy is Superman.’ He had
an aura around him, but at the same time he
was still a Merewether boy. He was the ultimate
professional in so many ways and the way he
presented himself on television, but he had a
staple diet of hot chips, Coke and Mars Bars. A
lot of good surfers came out of Newcastle, and
not just the guys people know, but it’s always
been a surf town and he basically built the whole
thing.” Matt Hoy – Former World Championship
Tour surfer and fellow Newcastle local

Tom Carroll
1983 – 1984 World Champion
Born 1961 in Sydney

photo: NOLAN

“I remember watching Tommy when I made annual pilgrimages up to Narrabeen and Newport and
he was always one of the most exciting surfers to watch. The first thing I remember thinking when I
saw him was how incredibly small he was, but also how fit and built he was. Being tall and skinny I just
thought ‘Oh no, I have no chance of being a pro surfer if I don’t look like Tom Carroll.’ Watching him
get two World Titles and have constant standout performances in Hawaii was super inspirational for
a lot of Australia, not just the surfing community.”
Richie Lovett – Former World Championship Tour surfer and fellow Northern Beaches local.
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Damien Hardman
1987 & 1991 World Champion
Born 1966 in Sydney

photo: NOLAN

“I first saw him surf at Narrabeen when he was 19 or 20 years old and he was just ripping – getting
tubed a lot and taking off on the sets. At the time my brother (former World Tour competitor Greg
Day) and I were getting a bunch of surfers together to manage and my brother suggested I train and
coach Damien. I began coaching him the year he won his first World Title and he was unbelievable
that year, he just surfed out of his skin. The next year we put in a bigger effort as it is always harder to
retain the title as opposed to gaining it. We trained really hard and got him into 20-minute mental
blocks, so he could apply himself to heats a lot better. It got to the point where he hated my guts and
he unfortunately lost it to Barton, but two years later he was able to back it up and claim his second
title when the tour wrapped up in Hawaii.” - Former Coach Terry Day
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Barton Lynch
1988 World Champion
Born 1963 in Sydney
“Barton had a god-like status, not just for me growing up on the same beach as him, but over the
whole Northern Beaches. I remember watching him come down the beach when I was a grommet
and he had these black and yellow wetsuits and these yellow boards with a moon on it. He used to
have this focused and intense aura about him. The intensity in the way he freesurfed and competed
was a massive inspiration and stood out in my mind. It didn’t matter if it was one-foot and onshore
or six-foot and offshore, he was out there everyday and was totally committed to winning. When he
won the World Title, he was coming off the year where Damien Hardman just pipped him for the Title
(1987), and all the ducks lined up for him and he got the World Title at the Pipeline Masters in eight-toten foot immaculate Pipeline.”
Richie Lovett – Former World Championship Tour surfer and fellow Northern Beaches local.
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Pam Burridge
1990 World Champion
Born 1965 in Sydney
“When I was an aspiring World Tour surfer, there was always a battle between Pauline Menczer, Wendy
Botha and Pam for the World Title and Pam always seemed to be the eternal bridesmaid. What I
loved about Pam was that she took me on as her protégé once I qualified and I traveled the world
with her and she was an enormous influence on my development as a professional surfer.
I admired her style and flow and she was also really courageous in big waves, especially in Hawaii.
In the water, she had such an amazing presence and had such a good energy. Then out of the
water, she could become a playful, hyperactive child. She was always a lot of fun to be around. Pam
taught me a lot about maintaining focus and discipline and what’s required of you to be a World
Champion.” Layne Beachley – Seven time World Champion

photo: NOLAN
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Pauline Menczer
1993 World Champion
Born 1970 in Sydney
“Pauline has left a legacy of being the little Aussie
battler. She’s had health challenges with her
arthritis in the past as well as her family life, but
she never lied down or cried that she’s a victim.
She’s the epitome of tenacity and the fact she
became a World Champion meant that all her
hard work paid off. She taught me not only a
lot about strategy and competition and also a
lot about myself. She’s so honest, candid and
sincere and has pulled me up a few times when
I’ve said the wrong thing at the wrong time. I was
able to repay her belief in me when I nearly lost
my fourth World Title.

Due to September 11, we lost a lot of events and in
the last event of the year I lost in the quarterfinals
and there were eight girls who were in a 90-point
range of winning the World Title. When Pauline
walked down for her heat, she simply said to me,
‘don’t worry, I’ve got this covered.’ She went on
to smash all of my competition and consequently
handed me my fourth World Title. As a thank you,
I told her I’d paid her the difference between first
and second if she didn’t win so she could pay for
her eye surgery.” Layne Beachley – Seven time
World Champion

1 9 6 3 - 2 0 1 3

Layne Beachley
1998 – 2003 & 2006 World Champion
Born 1972 in Sydney
“I think the most memorable thing about Layne to me was my first year on the World Tour and I drew
her in round three in every comp and she beat me every time, except maybe once. She was such a
good tactician and so strong as a competitor. She handed down a lot of good advice over my rookie
year and helped a lot. I found I was in complete shock and awe of her and I was such a big fan of her
surfing and the things she was doing in women’s surfing. Overall, she was such a good campaigner
for the sport.

photo: JOLI

I feel there’s a lot of talk about how the girls are surfing better than ever now and I hope people like
Layne, who had to break through so many barriers, get the respect and the recognition they deserve
for all the work they did for the sport. It wasn’t as if she was doing it to get anything out of, but just to
help the future of women’s surfing. I hope she continues to be a figurehead for the sport in the years
to come.” Nicola Atherton – Former World Championship Tour surfer
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Mark Occhilupo
1999 World Champion
Born 1966 in Sydney
“Occy is a few years older than me and he has always been a massive inspiration. Some of the
surfing he did back in the Beaurepairs at Cronulla on his Rusty Preisendorfer surfboards just had me
mesmerized. Even though he didn’t know it, Occy really helped me mould and shape my own surfing
because he was where I got a lot of my inspiration. I was always trying to follow in his footsteps in
the way he’d do his turns and the style he had. When Occy came out of semi-retirement, him and I
began to get really close.
He actually approached me for help to travel with and to help him develop a routine and around
that time, we developed a bond and both shared the same interests. We built a partnership where
we’d help each other and if we came up against each other in a heat, then we’d go at each other
like ravenous dogs and be friends again once the heat was over. We almost coached and mentored
each other through every event over those three or four years around his World Title (1999). It was a
great experience, especially because I looked up to him so much as a kid and to be able to have a
friendship and partnership was super special. It’s totally surreal to look back on.”
Luke Egan – Friend and 2000 World Title runner-up
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Chelsea Hedges (nee Georgeson)
2005 World Champion
Born 1983 in Sydney

photo: ASP/WHS

“Chelsea is just a phenomenal surfer. The stuff she can do in the barrel and in bigger waves is just
amazing. I feel she could have possibly had a few more titles in her and that she maybe left the sport
a little early. It would’ve been great to see waves like Teahupoo and Fiji remain on the calendar,
because that’s where she would’ve well and truly shined. She’s never been a loud and boisterous
competitor and instead preferred to take a quiet approach. She was simply incredible and her skill
level was probably the best at coming up the ranks at that particular time.”
Nicola Atherton – Former World Championship Tour surfer

Steph Gilmore
2007 – 2010 & 2012 World Champion
Born 1988 in Murwillumbah
“Steph is the epitome of natural talent. As a person, she hasn’t changed at all as she’s continued
to gain success. She’s always been very relaxed and not got too wrapped up in things that have
consumed other girls on tour. I think she manages to balance it all really well. If she wants another title
she could get one. She’s so competitive in her own way, so once she fuels that fire nothing can stop
her. I think out of everyone on tour, she has one of the strongest foundations and she can go wherever
she wants, if she wants another five World Titles, she can get them.”
Nicola Atherton – Former World Championship Tour surfer
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Mick Fanning
2007 & 2009 World Champion
Born 1981 in Penrith, Sydney
“The first time I ever saw Mick surf was in the OE/
Hot Buttered Pro Junior at Narrabeen, which at
the time was one of the biggest junior comps in
the world. I think it was my first or second year in
the Cadet Cup and Mick would’ve been around
15 or so. I simply remember his flouro head of
white hair and he was tearing apart Alley Rights
at Narrabeen.
Right from then you could tell he was something
special and he was going to go a long way with
his surfing. As a junior he maybe didn’t have the
success that his talent suggested. It was once he
became an Open surfer and overcame a ton of
adversity that he began to chase his goals and

find success. A lot of people have spoken about
him losing his brother (Shaun) and I wasn’t great
friends with Mick at the time, but from a distance
you could tell it affected him quite profoundly.
Then, he tore his hamstring off the bone (2004),
and had a near career ending injury right as he
was trying to find his feet on tour. I guess these
things made him realise he had to make the
most of these opportunities that he had and he’s
done that so well over the last six or seven years.
He treats surfing as a real profession and the way
he goes about his preparation just sets such a
good example for the grommets.”
Fellow World Championship Tour surfer Adrian
“Ace” Buchan
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SURFING AUSTRALIA LAUNCHES
$105,000 BE THE INFLUENCE
AUSTRALIAN BOARDRIDERS BATTLE
In August 2013, Surfing Australia announced the
Be the Influence Australian Boardriders Battle
(ABB) – the biggest grassroots, boardriders event
series in Australian surfing history with more than
$100,000 in prize money.
The series is set to involve more than 100 of
Australia’s best boardriding clubs in seven
State qualifying rounds and culminate in a twoday, National Final for 16 clubs on the Australia
Day Long Weekend on 25-26 January, 2014 at
Cronulla in Sydney.
The series is officially sanctioned by the Association
of Surfing Professionals (ASP), which allows
Australian ASP World Championship Tour surfers
(men and women) the opportunity to represent
their local boardriders club at respective State
qualifying events and the National Final.
The Be the Influence Australian Boardriders
Battle is proudly supported by Be the Influence
– Tackling Binge Drinking, Billabong, Toyota,
Nikon, Destination NSW, Surfing Australia, the
Association of Suring Professionals, Sutherland
Shire Council, Coastalwatch and Surfing World.
In total $105,000 is up for grabs across the entire
National Series including the National Final.
There is $30,000 available across the seven
State qualifying events, while $75,000 will be split
between the 16 clubs that make the National
Final.

Each club team of seven will include two juniors
(1 male and 1 female), four Open age surfers
(3 male and 1 female) and one over 35 surfer
(male or female).
An exciting event format will see club teams
battle it out in Pairs competition, five-person
Teams competition and a Skins competition. The
National Final will include a lucrative, winnertake-all Skins format across 10 heats with a $1000
jackpot in each heat.
The Be the Influence Boardriders Battle also
includes a Monster Raffle giveaway with one
lucky ticket holder to drive away in a new Toyota
RAV4. Other prizes include a Billabong pack
valued at more than $1500 and a Nikon camera
valued at up to $1000. The Monster Raffle is open
to all Surfing Australia affiliated boardrider clubs
with proceeds returning to the boardriders club
community.
The Be The Influence Australian Boardriders Battle
Schedule:
EVENT 1:
South Australia
October 12, 2013
Victor Harbor

EVENT 5:
Victoria
December 14, 2013
Phillip Island

EVENT 2:
New South Wales
Northern Region
October 26-27, 2013
Forster

EVENT 6:
Tasmania
December 21, 2013
East Coast

EVENT 3:
Queensland
November 2-3, 2013
Gold Coast
EVENT 4:
Western Australia
November 16 or 17, 2013
(conditions depending)
Trigg Point, Perth

EVENT 7:
New South Wales
Southern Region
January 11-12, 2014
Wollongong
NATIONAL FINAL
January 25-26, 2014
Cronulla, New South Wales
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DISCIPLINES

S

urfing NSW is proud to manage all disciplines of surfing
in this fine state including; Shortboard, Longboard,
Bodyboard, Kneeboard and Stand-Up Paddle Board.
The cohesion of all disciplines is an important goal for
Surfing NSW’s strategic direction.
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urfing NSW is heavily involved with all respective boardriding communities
to continually ensure we continue to promote premium events across
all boardriding codes. If you ever have any feedback for us, feel free to
contact us on info@surfingnsw.com.au
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MEMORABLE MOMENTS OF
THE LAST 50 YEARS

A

timeline into some of NSWs surfers most memorable
moments over the last 50 years.

1963
•
The Australian Surfriders Association is founded at Collaroy.
1964
•
Midget Farrelly claims first official World Title at Manly.
1965
•
Nat Young finishes runner-up in the World Titles to local Felipe Pomar in Lima, Peru.
1966
•
Nat Young claims his first World Title in San Diego.
•
Nat Young claims his first of three wins at the Bells Beach Easter Classic. Young goes on to claim the event again in 1967
and 1970.
•
Brookvale board shaper Gordon Wood and Nat Young create a 9’4” board which they christen “Magic Sam”. Nat goes
on to win the aforementioned World Title on the board.
1967
•
Nat Young grabs the surf medias attention for his performance in Hawaii on the Bob McTavish designed vee-bottom
boards.
1968
•
Midget Farrelly places second in the ISF World Titles in Puerto Rico.
•
Manly’s Ted Spencer wins his first of two Bells Beach Classics. Spencer also took out the 1969 event.
1969
•
Paul Witzig’s classic movie Evolution is created and features the timeless surfing of NSW’s Nat Young and Ted Spencer and
Victoria’s Wayne Lynch.
1970
•
Tracks Magazine is founded by Alby Falzon, John Witzig and David Elfick.
1971
•
Narrabeen’s Terry Fitzgerald launches Hot Buttered Surfboards in Brookvale on Sydney’s Northern Beaches. Terry soon
becomes known as one of the world’s premier shapers.
1972
•
Terry Fitzgerald wins the Bells Beach Easter Classic.
1973
•
Mona Vale shaper and surfer Shane Stedman invents the ugg boot .
1974
•
Nat Young donates his $750 third place cheque from the Coca-Cola Surfabout to the Australian Labor Party.
1975
•
Child surfing star Kevin “The Head” Brennan passes away at the age of 24 from an overdose in a Kings Cross nightclub.
1976
•
The International Pro Surfers World Tour is founded.
•
Mark Warren takes out the Smirnoff World Pro/Am on Hawaii’s North Shore.
•
Australian Surfriders Association co-founder Bob Evans dies of a brain haemorrhage.
1977
•
Simon Anderson (pictured) claims his first of two Rip Curl Pros at Bells Beach. The powerful Narrabeen surfer then backed
it up with a win at the Coca Cola 2SM Surfabout at his local Narrabeen.
1978
•
Coogee’s Larry Blair defeats Wayne Lynch in the final of the Coca-Cola Surfabout at Manly. The goofy-footer clocked
an impressive eight second tube to take the win. Larry also goes on to claim his first of two back-to-back Pipeline Masters
victories.
•
Mark Richards takes out his first of four Rip Curl Pro at Bells Beach. The Novocastrian surfer goes on to win the event in
1979, 1980 and 1982.
•
18-year-old Bondi surfer Cheyne Horan finishes runner up to the World Title behind Queensland’s Wayne “Rabbit”
Bartholomew. Cheyne finishes in the runner-up spot another three times in his career; 1979, 1981 and 1982.
•
Big Wednesday is released and features the surfing of Sydney surfer-cum-Quiksilver-marketing guru Bruce Raymond.

C E L E B R A T I N G

5 0

Y E A R S

1979
•
Mark Richards takes out his first of four back-to-back World Titles. Mark is the first World Champ from NSW since the IPS tours
inception in 1976.
1980
•
Mark Richards wins his first and only Pipeline Masters.
1981
•
Simon Anderson unveils the three fin thruster at some of the biggest surf Bells Beach had seen for the Rip Curl Pro Bells
Beach. Simon goes on to win the event and also bags the 1981 Pipeline Masters in Hawaii.
•
Cronulla’s Jim Banks claims his first and only World Tour win, the OM Bali Pro.
1982
•
After claiming his fourth World Title, Mark Richards opts to return to only competing in select events on the World Tour.
•
Tom Carroll claims his first World Tour win when he takes out the Sunkist World Cup on Hawaii’s North Shore.
1983
•
A 17-year-old Mark Occhilupo leaves school in year ten to make his debut on the World Tour.
•
Tom Carroll takes out his first of two back-to-back World Titles.
1984
•
Cheyne Horan wins the Rip Curl Pro at Bells Beach.
•
After just one year on tour, Mark Occhilupo finishes third in the world behind World Champ, Tom Carroll and 1977 World
Champion Shaun Tomson.
1985
•
Bondi’s Richard Cram surprises the surfing world when he announces his retirement from professional surfing at the age of
23.
•
Mark Occhilupo takes out his first and only Pipeline Masters in monstrous Pipeline.
•
Mark Richards claims the Billabong Pro in huge Waimea Bay. Mark has described the win as: “The most memorable
contest of my career.”
1986
•
Col Smith (Newcastle) dies of stomach cancer aged 31.
•
Tom Carroll takes out the Rip Curl Pro at Bells Beach.
•
Nat Young takes out his first of four Longboard World Titles. Young also claims victory in 1988, 1989 and 1990.
1987
•
Newcastle’s Nicky Wood wins the Rip Curl Pro at Bells as a 16 year old.
•
Damien Hardman wins his first World Title.
•
Tom Carroll wins his first of three Pipeline Masters titles (he also wins in ’90 and 91).
1988
•
Bellambi’s Robbie Page takes out the Pipeline Masters.
•
Barton Lynch claims the World Title in pumping Pipeline.
•
Legendary surfing identity Snowy McAlister dies aged 84.
•
Tom Carroll signs surfing’s first million dollar deal with longtime sponsor Quiksilver.
1989
•
Avoca’s Mark Sainsbury (pictured next) claims the only win of his career at the FourEx International at Surfers Paradise.
1990
•
Pam Burridge claims her first and only World Title. Pam is the first NSW born female to take a World Title.
1991
•
Damien Hardman takes out his second World Title.
•
Barton Lynch takes out the Rip Curl Pro at Bells Beach.
•
Pauline Menczer wins her first of three Rip Curl Pros at Bells Beach. Menczer also takes out the event in 1993 and 1996.
•
Newcastle’s Martin McMillan takes out the World Longboard Title.
•
Tom Carroll performs his highly publicised “snap” under the lip at macking Pipeline. Tom goes on to win the event.
1992
•
Dee Why’s Shane Herring defeats Kelly Slater in the final of the Coke Classic at Narrabeen. The talented natural footer
finishes the year in fourth position. Kelly wins his first World Title.
•
Avoca’s Mark “Sanga” Sainsbury suffers a brain aneurysm and dies while surfing his local break. He was 26 years old.
•
Cronulla’s Richard “Dog” Marsh claims his only World Tour win, the Yopliat Pro at Reunion Island.
1993
•
Glen Winton and Rob Bain buck the shortboard trend and enter the World Longboard Championships at Haleiwa. Both
surfers make the final.
•
Damien Hardman claims the Rip Curl Pro at Bells Beach.
•
Layne Beachley notches up her first World Tour win on her home turf of Sydney’s Northern Beaches taking out the Coke
Classic.
•
Newcastle’s Simon Law blows the world away when he performs a switchfoot in ghastly 12-foot waves during the Pipeline
Masters.
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1994
•
Layne Beachley takes out the Rip Curl Pro at Bells Beach. Layne goes on to take the event two more times, in 1998 and
1999.
1995
•
Layne Beachley finishes runner-up to the World Title to American Lisa Anderson.
•
“The Mother of Australian Surfing” Isabel Letham dies aged 95.
•
Avoca’s Shane Powell finishes second in the world to Kelly Slater.
1996
•
Narrabeen’s Chris Davidson receives a ton of hype after beating Kelly Slater twice in the Rip Curl Pro at Bells on a brand
new, unridden board with no legrope.
1997
•
Merewether’s Matt Hoy takes out the Rip Curl Pro at Bells Beach.
•
Wollongong based former professional surfer Terry Richardson claims the Oxbow World Masters Championship.
•
Avalon’s Mike Rommelse claims the Triple Crown on Hawaii’s North Shore.
•
Mark Occhilupo makes his return to the World Tour after a 10 year hiatus from full-time competing.
•
Legendary Bondi surfer Jack “Bluey” Mayes passes away.
1998
•
Maroubra’s Koby Abberton gains worldwide attention for his bravado and fearlessness in the Gotcha Tahiti Pro. The stocky
natural footer won the event in ugly surf at Teahupoo.
•
Port Macquarie’s Mick Campbell and Byron Bay’s Danny Wills get within striking distance of stealing the 1998 World Title
from Kelly Slater when the World Title comes down to Pipeline. Unfortunately, for both Aussies though, Kelly claims his fifth
World Title, while Campbell finishes the year in second and Wills finishes in third.
•
Layne Beachley takes out her first of seven World Titles.
1999
•
The Quiksilver Airshow Series launches at Manly
•
Maroubra’s Lynette MacKenzie is banned from competing for two months after a post heat fight.
•
Veteran Manly big wave surfer Bob Pike tragically takes his own life. He was 59 years old.
•
Following a stint in semi-retirement, Mark Occhilupo claims the World Title, in what has long been regarded as one of
surfing’s greatest comeback stories.
•
Cheyne Horan finally takes out the elusive World Title when he wins the World Masters Title.
2000
•
Beau Young (son of Nat) claims his first of two World Longboard Titles.
2001
•
Mick Fanning wins the Rip Curl Pro at Bells Beach as a 20-year-old wildcard. Mick defeats fellow New South Welshman
Danny Wills in the final.
•
Josh Kerr (born Tweed Heads) claims his first of two World Airshow Titles (his second came in 2005).
•
Ross Clarke-Jones takes out the Quiksilver in memory of Eddie Aikau event at massive Waimea Bay.
•
Scotts Head’s Neridah Falconer wins the Rip Curl Pro at Bells Beach.
•
Mark Richards adds another World Title to his list of accomplishments when he takes out the World Grandmasters Title.
2002
•
Luke Egan and Mick Campbell battle it out at the Boost Mobile Pro at Trestles. The competition is greeted by some of the
most flawless conditions ever seen in an event at the break and wound up with Egan taking victory.
2003
•
Beau Young takes out his second World Longboard Title.
•
Old Bar’s Ben Dunn and Bronte’s Jess Miley Dyer take out the ISA World Juniors in South Africa.
•
Manly’s Richie Lovett snatches his only World Tour victory at the Boost Mobile Pro at Trestles.
2004
•
Layne Beachley is granted permission to surf in the male rounds of Newcastle Surfest. The seven-time World Champion
draws none other than Hawaiian World Champion Andy Irons and was knocked from the event.
•
Lennox Head’s James Wood and Kingscliff’s Steph Gilmore take out the ISA World Juniors in Tahiti.
2005
•
Bronte’s Jessie Miley Dyer claims ASP Womens World Junior Championship.
•
Trent Munro takes out the Rip Curl Pro at Bells Beach.
•
17-year-old Steph Gilmore shows the world her skills when she takes out the Roxy Pro on the Gold Coast.
2006
•
Bronte’s Nicola Atherton claims ASP Womens World Junior Championship.
•
The Havaianas Beachley Classic makes its debut at Manly, with Steph Gilmore and Layne Beachley finishing in first and
second respectively.
2007
•
Sally Fitzgibbons claims ASP Womens World Junior Championship at Narrabeen and also the ISA World Juniors in Portugal.
•
Mick Fanning claims his first World Title in Brazil.
•
Stephanie Gilmore takes out her first of five World Titles. Gilmore continues to claim the title in 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2012.
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2008
•
South Coast’s Tyler Wright takes out the Beachley Classic at Manly as a 14 year old wildcard.
•
Avoca’s Adrian Buchan notches up his first WCT victory, beating Kelly Slater in the Quiksilver Pro, France.
•
Steph Gilmore wins five of the eight World Tour events.
2009
•
Laura Enever claims ASP Womens World Junior Championship at her hometown of Narrabeen.
•
Mick Fanning claims his second World Title at Pipeline.
•
Harley Ingleby takes out the World Longboard Title.
2010
•
Jack Freestone (born Tweed Heads) claims the 2010 World Junior Championship. He’s the first Australian male to do so
since Joel Parkinson in 2001.
2011
•
Sally Fitzgibbons claims her first of two back-to-back victories for the Rip Curl Pro at Bells Beach.
•
Keiren Perrow becomes the first New South Welshman since Tom Carroll in 1991 to get a victory at the Pipeline Masters.
•
Narrabeen’s Nathan Webster takes out a World Masters Title in Brazil.
•
Culburra’s Owen Wright and Kelly Slater engage in a three event rivalry which sees the pair meet in three consecutive
finals: Billabong Pro Teahupoo, Quiksilver Pro New York and The Hurley Pro at Trestles. Kelly took two wins: Teahupoo and
Trestles while Owen netted himself $300,000 for taking out New York.
2012
•
Jack Freestone claims his second World Junior Championship in the punchy waves of Keramas in Bali.
•
After 11 years, Mick Fanning claims his second Rip Curl Pro at Bells Beach.
•
Steph Gilmore gets her fifth World Title.
2013
•
Adrian Buchan makes it two wins from two finals against Kelly Slater when he takes the Billabong Pro at Teahupoo, Tahiti.
•
Tyler Wright finishes runner-up to the Women’s ASP World Championship in one of the closest title races in the history of the
women’s pro tour.
•
Kai Otton nabs his first World Championship Tour victory when he takes out the Rip Curl Pro, Portugal.
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INDIGENOUS
SURFING

W

ith 2012 Australian Champion and 2012 Indigenous
surfing champion Russell Molony.

“Being an Indigenous surfer means the world
to me. Growing up I looked up to guys like
Ken Dann, Scotty Winch, Andrew Ferguson
(pictured) and guys like that. There were some
really good Koori surfers around in the ‘90s. Ferg
especially was one of my favourites, he was like
the Indigenous Occy, in fact him and Occy used
to do trips together on the Billabong Challenges.
I idolised him really. Such a talent.”
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I think the Aboriginal Titles in Bells each year has
done wonders to increase the awareness for
Indigenous surfing. I think it’s promoted Aboriginal
surfing and Aboriginal people as a whole. It’s
great to see a mix of ages getting amoungst that
event from the likes of Rob Page to younger upand-comers like Jack Germain and Soli Bailey.
I get inspired by all of them, it doesn’t matter
what age they are.”
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“In the future I think it would be great to see
more Indigenous people surfing. I know when
they get a taste for standing on a board
and riding a wave that they probably won’t
look back. Personally, I got hooked when I
was five years old and I’ve been addicted
to it since. I think it’s important to get them
in the water and getting amoungst it. A lot
of Aboriginal guys don’t seem to think it’s a
feasible option.
I’d love to see a Koori surfer qualify for the
World Championship Tour one day. I’d like to
personally get them out into the water and
also to help out those guys who are on the
cusp of qualifying. That’s what it’s all about;
having good mentors. I really aspire to be
that guy that the younger guys can come
to for advice... Maybe I can still get tips off
them for my air game though. It’s them who
are continually keeping me on my toes.”
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CURRENT
TEAM
Mark windon - CEO
Mark Windon started surfing in 1963 the year Surfing NSW was formed and was a regular competitor at
Regional, State and National events through the 60’s, 70’s & 80’s. In the mid 80’s Mark founded Southend
Boardriders at Maroubra and in the same year became a Regional Director for Surfing NSW running the
Southside until his appointment as CEO of Surfing NSW in 2005. With both level 2 coaching and level
3 international judging accreditations he has been involved in development and delivery of all Surfing NSW educational
programs for 25 years. Born and bred in Maroubra, he also loves his footy – having played Rugby League in the South
Sydney district competition as well as Rugby Union for Randwick. Prior to his appointment as CEO of Surfing NSW Mark held
executive management positions for some of Australia’s leading Transport & Logistic companies. Along with the Surfing NSW
board he shares a passion and commitment for surfing, Australia’s number one lifestyle sport.

luke madden - event manager
Luke’s passion for surfing from a young age is evident in the enthusiasm to develop and deliver events
all across NSW. Luke has been with Surfing NSW for over four years in all aspects of operations from
event management, coaching and judging management, sports development and delivering the events he
once competed in. Luke has completed an Advanced Diploma of Sport Management at Australian Business
Academy and is a graduate of the University of Wollongong. Completing a degree in Commerce with a combined diploma of
Event Management the event expertise is delivered through the 40 odd events displayed within the Surfing NSW calendar.
Luke is onsite at every event from grassroots to WCT level, ensuring the high standard Surfing NSW events continue to grow.

Claire bunting - sport development officer
Claire joined the team at Surfing NSW in November 2010. Her knowledge of the surfing industry stems from
her days as a senior surf instructor and bookings coordinator on the iconic Bondi Beach at ‘Lets Go Surfing’.
While competing on the ASP Longboard Qualifying Series, she completed an Advanced Diploma of Business
Management with a Major in Sports Management and Marketing. Claire has a keen insight into what it is to
be a professional in today’s surfing industry. With a strong passion for surfing and its development on a regional, state, national
and international level and an emphasis on event management, coaching and development. Claire is looking forward to the
future with Surfing New South Wales and beyond.

sue duffus - Office manager
Starting in 2006, Sue has been an integral part of the organisation’s development. Sue has been immersed
in the surf culture for 25 years, initially with her photographer husband Glenn and now with her two girls.
Over the years, Sue has been involved in many industries including hospitality, education, advertising and
photography. Sue works part time in admin, accounts and reception while juggling a successful photography
business with her husband and raising two daughters in the local area.

will bowden

- EVENT COORDINATOR

Will Bowden joined Surfing NSW in August 2011 after completing a Bachelor of Business in Hospitality and
Tourism at Southern Cross University. A keen surfer and snowboarder for 10 years, Will loves to travel and is
an integral part of the event management team at Surfing NSW. More recently Will completed a Masters in
Event Management at UTS and looks forward to growing all areas of operations within Surfing NSW.

ethan smith

- media and communications manager

Ethan began working with Waves Magazine as a 19-year old in 2004 and was Editor when he left in June
of 2012. Over the years he’s documented stories across the world for titles like Waves, Tracks, Japanese
Surfing Life, Wavelength, Empire Ave and Inside Sport. Ethan first began surfing at 11 years old on the NSW
Central Coast and remains a passionate member of North Shelly’s Boardriding community. Ethan joined the
Surfing NSW in September 2012 and currently handles all of Media & Communications.

blake johnston

- state coaching director

Back in the early 2000’s Blake was a crowd favourite on the ASP Australasian Pro Junior Series and a fixture
in the Australian surf media. The Cronulla surfer made a name for himself pulling into thick barrels and
shredding on a range of bright coloured boards. In recent years, the stocky goofy-footer set up the Cronulla
Surfing Academy and works as Surfing NSW’s State Coaching Director where he assists some of NSW’s
most promising surfers in reaching their full potential.
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BOARDRIDERS

A

big thank you to all Boardriding Clubs who have run events over
the past 50 years. Your commitment to grassroots surfing will
ensure this fine state continues to create champions well into future.
All Girls Surfriders Club Inc
All Girls Surfriders Inc.
All-Girls Paddle Boarders Inc.
Angourie Boardriders Association
Avoca Boardriders
Ballina Malibu Club Inc
Bar Reef Boardriders
Bay Area Boardriders Club
Berry Boardriders Inc
Black Head Longboarders
Blacksmiths Boardriders
Bondi Boardriders
Bondi Girls Surfriders
Bondi Longboard Club
Boomerang Beach Boardriders Inc
Broulee Boardriders Inc
Brunswick Boardriders Club
Byron Bay Boardriders
Byron Bay Malibu Club
Cabarita Boardriders Club
Camden Haven Junior Boardriders
Catherine Hill Bay Boardriders
Clarence Head Longboarder Inc
Club Malnutrition
Coffs Coast Bodyboarding Association
Coffs Harbour Boardriders
Copa Boardriders
Crescent Head Boardriders Inc.
Crescent Head Malibu Club Inc.
Cronulla Bodyboard Club
Cronulla Girls Boardriders
Cronulla Point Boardriders
Cronulla Sharks Boardriders Club
CUBA (Curl Curl United Boardriders Assoc)
Cuba Jr Boardriders
Dee Why Surfing Fraternity
Dudley Boardriders
DV8 Malibu Riders Inc.
East Corrimal Boardriders
Elouera Boardriders Club
Evans Head Over 8’s Malibu Club
Forresters Beach Boardriders
Forster/Tuncurry Bodyboard Association
Frenchmans Boardriders
Freshwater Boardriders Inc.
Freshwater Longboard Club
Garie Boardriders Inc.
Goats Creek Longboarders
GRUBS Grommet Umina Boardriders
Halftide Board Riders
Hawks Nest Boardriders Club
Husky Stand Up Paddleboard
Illawarra and South Coast Kneeboarders
Jones Beach Boardriders Inc.
Kingscliff Boardriders Club
Layback Longboarders Inc.
Le Ba Boardriders
Leggy Point Boardriders Club
Loggerheads Malibu Club Inc.
Long Reef Boardriders Assoc.
MACS Own Boardriders
Mal De Mer Longboard Club
Manyana Boardriders Club

Maroubra Bodyboarders
Maroubra Surfers Association
Merewether Surfboard Club
Mid North Coast Girls Surfriders
Mollymook Longboarders Inc.
Mona Vale Boardriders Club Inc.
NASA (North Avalon Surfing Association)
Newcastle Standup Paddleboard Club Inc.
Newport Plus Boardriders
Norah Head Surfing Fraternity Inc.
Norah Head Women in the Waves
North Cronulla Boardriders
North Curl Curl Longboard Club
North Narrabeen Boardriders Club
North Shelly Boardriders Club
North Steyne Boardriders
Northside Boardriders Inc.
Novo Kneeboard Club Inc.
NSW Bodyboarding
Ocean Beach Malibu Club
Palm Beach Longboarders Inc.
PMBA - Port Macquarie Bodyboard Assoc
Port Kembla Boardriders
Port Macquarie Longboard Club
Port Macquarie Surfboard Riders Club
Port Stephens Bodyboard Club
Qantas Boardriders
Queenscliff Boardriders Club
Redhead Boardriders Club Inc.
Reef Riders Malibu Club
Saltwater Boardriers Inc.
Sandon Point Boardriders
Sandshoes Boardriders Club
Sawtell Boardriders Club Inc.
Scarborough Boardriders
Scotts Head Boardriders
Shelly Beach Malibu Club
Solid (Newcastle) Bodyboarding Club Inc.
South Central Coast Bodyboarders Club
South Coast Surf Sistas Inc.
South Newcastle Boardriders
Southbridge Boardriders
Southend Boardriders Maroubra Inc.
Steel City Malibu Club
Sydney Bodyboard Club
Sydney Kneeboard Club
Tamarama Bodyboard Club
Tathra Sunshine Club Boardriders Inc.
Tea Tree Boardriders Club
Ulladulla Bodyboarders
Umina Boardriders Club
Wallarah Longboard Club
Wamberal Express Boardriders
Warriewood Boardriders Association
WASP Boardriders (Woolgoolga)
Werri Beach Boardriders
Wollongong Area Kneeboard Association (WAKA)
Wollongong Bodyboarders Inc.
Woolgoolga Longboard Club
Woonona Boardriders
Yuraygir Boardriders Inc.
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SPONSORS

O

ur goal is to offer our partners an innovative, unique
and fun surfing experience that allows you to
connect to our grassroots community in a compelling
way.
Surfing NSW’s focus is on creating and expanding positive stakeholder
relationships while conveying our partners message directly to the public.
Surfing NSW offers our partners several levels of sponsorship including
corporate, regional, event and program activations, tailor made to suit
individual needs.
Please support our sponsors who help us to deliver great surfing initiatives.

C E L E B R A T I N G

5 0

Y E A R S

1 9 6 3 - 2 0 1 3

For more information on how to become
involved in Australia’s number one sporting
lifestyle please contact the Surfing NSW office.

TELEPHONE // +61 (2) 9349 7055
FAX // +61 (2) 9349 7344
EMAIL // INFO@SURFINGNSW.COM.AU
ADDRESS // ‘THE PAVILION,’ MARINE PARADE,

MAROUBRA BEACH, NSW, AUSTRALIA 2035
POSTAL ADDRESS // PO BOX 4005,

MAROUBRA SOUTH,
NSW, AUSTRALIA, 2035

