
It’s hard to believe, but we’re less than three weeks away from the start of the 2017 World Tour 
surfing season. Many of the best surfers in the world have already ventured Down Under, and the 
action is starting to heat up on the Qualifying Series as it makes its way up and down the east coast. 

Last year at the Drug Aware Pro we witnessed Tyler Wright win in incredible style, her second 
victory for the Australian leg seeing her take the yellow jersey back from Courtney Conlogue. 
Wright would wear yellow till season’s 
end, claiming an incredible first world 
title in the process. For Wright, who 
surfed in honour of a beloved uncle 
who passed away last year, and with 
injured brother Owen forever in her 
thoughts, Margaret River was the 
event that consolidated her desire for 
that maiden title, and was yet another 
epic battle in her year long rivalry with 
Conlogue. “I’ve surfed Mainbreak so 
much that you start to feel confident,” 
Wright said on the podium after the 
presentation, “and I really felt like 
I could push my limits that little bit more. Everything feels really different this year, but 
that’s fine, and I’ll keep rolling with it.” Roll she would, all the way to the top of the world.

For the men 2016 will forever be remembered as the year when injury replacement wildcard and 
long time West Australian aficionado Sebastian Zietz took the Drug Aware Pro trophy home to 
Hawaii, narrowly defeating perennial title-threat Julian Wilson in the final. At first he claimed it felt 
like just another heat win, but once Zietz hit the podium, “It finally started to dawn on me that, 
‘Wow, I just won me a CT, this is sick!’” For Wilson making the final was his best result in a year 
he’d describe as frustrating, and the world knows that he’ll be fired up to go one better in 2017.

Although the 2016 event played out entirely at Margaret River Mainbreak, Surfing 
WA have yet again done a fantastic job to gain the required permission for both 
The Box and North Point to serve as alternative contest locations. As we saw in 
2015, when many rounds of incredible action were run at The Box, the backup 

Chris Binns
Issue #1

ALL EYES ON AUSTRALIA AS THE WORLD TOUR COMES DOWN UNDER

The Down South Down Low

The Down South Down Low is brought to you by Drug Aware

KNOW WHAT YOU’RE GETTING INTO...
   VISIT DRUGAWARE.COM.AU

Cr
ed

it 
- 

W
SL

 K
el

ly
 C

es
ta

ri

MORE >>



waves really spice up competition, and surf 
fans around the world will be hoping that 
these two incredible waves will turn on 
at some point during the waiting period 
to allow the best surfers on the planet to 
feast on some hardy West Australian tubes.

Right now the Qualifying Series in full 
swing, with young Aussie tour hopeful 
Soli Bailey atop the men’s ratings after an 
incredible victory at the Volcom Pipe Pro 
in Hawaii. Also in Hawaii, West Australian 
future star Jack Robinson won the 

Sunset Open to kick off his 2017 tilt at the big leagues, while Cam Richards, Oney Anwar, Ty 
Watson and Keanu Asing have all tasted Qualifying Series glory in the Aussie leg. Currently 
the QS caravan is parked in Newcastle, for the Maitland and Port Stephens Pro, a QS6000 
event, before it moves on to another QS6000, the Australian Open of Surfing at Manly. 

On the women’s side of things Avoca ripper Macy Callaghan has won two events to be atop 
the Qualifying Series leaderboard early, with 2015 world junior champion Isabella Nichols 
signaling her intentions for a 2018 berth on the World Tour with victory in Burleigh Heads.

The window for the Quiksilver and Roxy Pros starts on March 14, a few short days af-
ter Tyler Wright and John John Florence are presented with their 2016 Samsung Gal-
axy World Tour Championships at the WSL’s annual awards night on the Gold Coast. 
Joining them will be World Junior Champions Ethan Ewing and Macy Callaghan, World Qual-
ifying Series winners Connor O’Leary and Silvana Lima, and a host of other winners, hopeful-
ly including recently-retired West Australian legend Taj Burrow, who has been nominated 
for heat of the year, for his last ever on tour, against eventual world champ Florence in Fiji.

The Drug Aware Pro is the second World Tour event in 2017, with a window that runs from March 
29 to April 9. World Surf League action is back, and the countdown is on for its return to Western 
Australia. Log on to http://www.worldsurfleague.com for all of the action from the Aussie leg, and 
stay tuned to The Down South Down Low for twice-weekly updates of all things Drug Aware Pro.

Chris Binns for The Down South Down Low - T: @binnsie9779 - I: @binnstagram 
If you, or someone close to you, needs help call the Alcohol and Drug Support Line on 9442 5000 or visit drugaware.com.au.
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